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PREFACE 

Boston's  Old  State  House  has  been  called  "the  most  Important  public  building 
In  American  history  prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  merits  the 
best  ...  permanent  care  that  can  be  offered."  This  was  the  considered  opinion 

and  judgement  of  the  Boston  National  Historic  Sites  Commission  in  its  report 

13 

to  the  United  States  Congress  in  1960. 

The  Old  State  House  is  important  both  from  an  historical  and  an  architectural 
viewpoint.   The  following  report  will  relate,  chronologically,  the  architectural 
history  and  include  the  highpoints  of  contemporaneous  historic  events. 

The  building  has  undergone  many  alterations  since  its  construction  in  1713, 
though  the  present  day  (1969)  exterior  brick  walls  are  essentially  those  erected 
256  years  ago.   The  architectural  history  of  the  Old  State  House  falls  into 
five  periods:   first,  pre-construction  (1634-1712),  the  era  of  the  market  place 
and  the  first,  wooden  Town  House;  second,  construction  (1713)  of  the  original 
brick,  second  Town  House,  now  called  the  Old  State  House;  third,  reconstruction 
of  this  brick  building  after  all  but  the  exterior  walls  was  consumed  by  fire  in 
1747;  fourth,  the  alterations  (and  later  deterioration),  a  gradual  process  ex- 
tending' from  alterations  in  1830,  to  1881;  and  fifth,  the  "restoration",  in 
1882,  to  what  the  City  Architect  then  thought  was  the  original  interior  and 
exterior. 

For  the  sake  of  brevity  and  convenience,  the  footnote  numbers  in  the  text  refer 
to  the  published  material  correspondingly  numbered  in  the  bibliography  found 
at  the  conclusion  of  this  report. 

The  illustrations  in  this  report  have  been  furnished  by  courtesy  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society. 
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I  -  PRE- CONSTRUCTION,  1634  -  1712 

For  335  years  the  land  at  the  west  end  of  State  Street,  on  which  the  Old  State 
House  now  stands,  has  been  publicly  owned  and  devoted  to  public  use.  As  early 
as  1634,  the  town  of  Boston,  by  court  order,  set  apart  a  lot  of  land  for  use 

as  a  market  place.   "It  was,  as  it  is  now,  the  land  enclosed  by  the  two  arms  of 

18 
the  street  and  its  dimensions  have  never  been  lessened." 

In  1658,  largely  because  of  a  legacy  left  by  Captain  Robert  Keayne,  a  wooden 
town  house  was  erected  at  the  head  of  State  Street  for  government  use  and  as 
a  market  house.  No  pictures  remain  of  this  structure  but  drawings  have  been 
made  from  the  contemporary  contractor's  specifications. 

The  building  was  open  for  market  use  on  the  ground  floor  level,  with  chambers 
above,  "a  Town  House  built  upon  pillars,  where  the  Merchants  may  confer."   It 
was  also  used  by  the  Military  Company,  founded  in  1637  and  now  known  as  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts.   According  to  the 
Selectmen's  records,  numerous  small  shops  were  located  on  the  ground  level  for 
the  convenience  of  the  citizens  and  the  To^^m  library  was  also  situated  here. 

The  first  Church  of  England  services  in  this  country  were  held  in  the  Town 
House  and  there  Captain  Kidd,  the  privateer-pirate,  was  examined  before  his 
imprisonment  in  1699. 

This  wooden  building  was  burned  in  the  Great  Fire  of  1711  which  consumed  over 
one  hundred  buildings  in  the  most  congested  and  wealthiest  part  of  town. 
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II   -   ORIGINAL  CONSTRUCTION,  1713  -  1747 

In  1711/13,  Boston  citizens  built  a  second  To^^m  House,  this  time  of  brick, 
to  replace  the  wooden  one  that  burned.   Unfortunately,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
first  Town  House,  no  pictures  remain  of  this  structure  as  it  appeared  in  the 
first  34  years  of  its  existence.   However,  the  brick  walls  being  the  one  con- 
stant in  a  series  of  architectural  changes  since,  it  is  very  likely  that  its 
original  exterior  appearance  was  quite  similar  to  today's. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  entire  length  of  the  building  was  not  to  exceed  110'. 
The  construction  costs  were  shared  by  the  Province  (one-half)  and  by  the  Town 
of  Boston  and  Suffolk  County  (one-fourth  each).   The  second  floor  was  divided 
into  three  rooms:   the  east  chamber  for  the  Governor  and  Council;  the  middle 
chamber  for  the  House  of  Representatives;  the  west  chamber  for  Superior  and 
inferior  Courts.   Until  the  Town  government  moved  to  Faneuil  Hall  in  1742,  the 
Representatives'  Chamber  also  held  the  Boston  town  meetings. 

Two  stain^ays  on  the  north  side  led  down  to  the  first  floor,  where  there  were 
two  small  offices,  one  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  and  the  other  for  the 
Suffolk  County  Registrar  of  Deeds.   The  largest  part  of  the  first  floor  was 
kept  open  for  the  use  of  the  merchants. 

John  Fitzhugh  Millar  suggests  in  his  new  book  that  the  architect  was  Robert 
Twelves,  about  whom  little  is  known  today.   His  assumption  is  based  on  nothing 
but  "educated  speculation",  because  of  stylistic  similarities  with  other 

buildings  such  as  Old  South  Meeting  House  (known  to  have  been  built  by  Twelves) , 

10 
Stoughton  College,  etc. 

"In  1746  that  famous  expedition  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Louisburg  from 
the  French  was  organized  in  the  Council  Chamber."   The  following  year  popular 
indignation  was  vociferously  expressed  when  the  British  attempted  to  impress 
Boston  sailors  and  landsmen  as  replacements  for  the  British  fleet  deserters. 
Thousands  of  excited  citizens,  throwing  stones  and  brickbats  into  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  forced  the  British  to  release  these  impressed 
townsmen. 
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On  December  9,  1747  the  interior  of  the  building  was  completely  gutted  by  fire, 

from  roof  to  basement.   Records,  books  and  paintings  were  all  destroyed.   In 

the  cellars,  leased  to  vjine  and  spirits  merchants,  "a  great  quantity  of  Wines 

ti 
and  other  Liquors  were  lost,  according  to  the  Boston  Weekly  Np-wsler.tp.r  of 

December  10,  1747.   In  spite  of  the  severity  of  the  blaze,  the  well-built  brick 

walls  were  left  intact,  to  be  used  again  in  the  reconstruction. 
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III  -  RECONSTRUCTION,  1748  -  1829 

The  description  of  the  Old  State  House,  as  rebuilt  after  the  1747  fire,  and 

utilizing  the  brick  walls  of  the  1713  structure,  is  concisely  described  by 

12 
Hugh  Morrison  in  his  book.  Early  American  Architecture.     He  notes  that  as 

Town  meetings  had  moved  to  Faneuil  Hall,  the  building  in  1748  was  devoted  en- 
tirely to  province,  county  and.  local  mercantile  affairs. 


"The  second  To^ra-House,  as  rebuilt  in  1748,  was  a  handsome  edifice  of  full- 
blovm  Georgian  style.   Free-standing  in  the  middle  of  King  Street,  the  west 
end  faced  Cornhill.   The  main  entrance  at  this  end  was  at  street  level. 
Framed  by  engaged  colonets  bearing  scrolled  brackets,  like  the  front  door  of 
the  Hancock  House  (1737-40),  the  door  was  topped  by  an  angular  pediment. 
Round  \jindows  adorned  the  gable  ends,  and  'steps'  in  the  parapet  of  the 
gable  were  filled  with  baroque  scrolls.   There  were  doors  at  the  middle  of 
both  long  sides,  and  the  interior  of  the  ground  story  was  one  large  hall 
(except  for  the  two  small  offices  at  the  north  side  and  the  two  staircases 
which  led  to  the  second  floor);  this  hall  served  as  a  merchants'  exchange. 
The  second  story  was  supported  by  a  row  of  ten  Doric  columns,  presumably  on 
the  long  axis. 

"The  east  end  of  the  Town-House  faced  King  Street  as  it  sloped  down  to  the 
waterfront.   The  facade  was  dominated  by  a  fine  doorway  framed  by  Corin- 
thian pilasters  and  topped  by  a  segmental  pediment.   This  led  from  the 
Governor's  Council  Chamber,  on  the  second  floor,  to  the  small  balcony  from 
which  the  laws  were  customarily  proclaimed  to  the  sound  of  trumpet  and  beat 
of  drum.   The  gable  at  this  end  was  more  ornately  treated  than  that  at  the 
west  end...  and  the  steps  in  the  parapet  filled  by  vigorously  carved  figures 
of  the  British  Lion  and  Unicorn.   The  central  circular  panel  was  evidently 
filled  by  a  sun  dial. 

I 
"Access  to  the  second  floor  was  by  two  staircases  leading  to  hallways  be- 
tween the  three  main  rooms.   Of  these,  the  easternmost,  a  room  32  feet 
square  serving  as  the  Council  Chamber,  was  the  most  ornately  furnished  and 
decorated.   In  the  middle  of  the  building  was  the  Representative's  Chamber, 
measuring  about  32  by  38  feet,  with  small  lobbies  in  the  stair  halls  at 
either  side.   The  speaker's  chair  v;as  on  the  south  side,  and  wooden  seats 
for  the  members  were  arranged  around  the  other  sides  of  the  room...   Hang- 
ing from  the  ceiling  in  the  middle  of  the  room  was  a  large  wooden  codfish, 
'Emblem  of  the  staple  of  the  Commodities  of  the  Province';...   In  1766  a 
gallery  for  visitors  was  provided  by  utilizing  space  over  the  west  lobby. 
The  westernmost  room,  measuring  about  22  by  32  feet,  was  the  Court  Chamber. 
This  housed  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  until  a  new  courthouse  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1769.   The  third  floor,  under  the  roof,  was  occupied  in 
colonial  times  by  a  number  of  offices  and  committee  rooms." 
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Dr.  George  H.  Moore  commented  on  the  visitors'   gallery, 

"In  1766  a  new  feature  was  introduced  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber  of 
remarkable  importance....  It  was  ordered  that  the  debates  of  the  House  should 
be  open;  and  that  a  Gallery  be  erected  on  the  Westerly  side  of  the  Cliamber 
for  the  accommodations  of  such  Persons  as  should  be  inclined  to  attend  the 
same."  '^^ 

This  is  most  probably  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Anglo- American  vrorld 
that  such  debates  became  open  to  the  public. 

There  has  been  conjecture  as  to  whether  or  not  the  ground  floor  of  the  Old 
State  House  had  open  arches,  allowing  free  access  to  the  street.   The  assumption 
it  had  has  been  largely  based  on  the  journal  of  Captain  Francis  Goelet,  a  visitor 

to  Boston  in  1750,  who  described  the  building  as  "Arch'd  all  Round  and  Two  Stories 

12 
heigh,  Sashed  above,  its  Lower  part  is  always  open,  designed  as  a  Change."    No 

evidence  of  such  an  arcade  exists  today,  either  pictorially  or  in  the  present 

structure.   Mr.  Edwin  Small,  National  Park  Service,  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Ropes  Cabot, 

Curator  of  the  Bostonian  Society  at  the  Old  State  House  and  leading  authority  on 

the  Old  State  House  history,  feel  it  very  possible  that  Captain  Goelet  in  his 

recollections  confused  the  Old  State  House  with  Faneuil  Hall. 

Though  first  mentioned  as  the  State  House  in  official  papers  in  1773,  the  build- 
ing actually  became  such  when  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  first  met 
there  in  1776.   The  large  size  of  the  new  legislature  necessitated  a  larger 
Representatives'  Chamber;  since  the  Court  chambers  were  not  being  used,  the  stair- 
way and  lobby  between  the  two  rooms  were  removed  and  the  entire  area  made  into 
one  large  hall,  57%  feet  long.   New  stairs  and  a  lobby  were  built  at  the  west  end 

of  the  building  and  the  visitors'  gallery  rebuilt  over  the  new  hall.   The  old 

12 

Council  Chamber  at  the  east  end  was  used  by  the  State  Senate. 

The  period  from  1748  to  1829  was  perhaps  most  important  to  date,  historically. 
The  Old  State  House  was  witness  to  the  birth  of  our  country's  independence  and 
the  oratorical  theatre  for  stirring  speeches  by  men  like  James  Otis  and  Samuel 
Adams. 
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In  1761  Otis  spoke  out  before  the  Superior  Court  against  British  use  of  Writs 
of  Assistance,  general  search  warrants  on  which  names  could  be  filled  in  by 
the  searching  officer  and  which  were  used  in  an  effort  to  enforce  the  Trade  Acts 
and  locate  smuggled  goods.   The  Writs  were  allowed  by  the  Court  but  Otis'  speech 
had  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  citizens  against  such  an  outrageous  course  of  action 
by  England. 

When  the  colonists  requested  relief  from  the  heavy  British  taxes,  England's 
answer,  in  1768,  was  to  quarter  British  troops  in  Boston  to  enforce  taxation. 
By  1770  the  lower  story  of  the  Old  State  House  was  occupied  as  a  British  barracks 
with  two  guns  flanking  it. 

This  unfortunate  troop  occupation  of  the  city  led  to  the  "Boston  Massacre"  which 
took  place  in  front  of  the  Old  State  House  on  March  5,  1770.   Where  the  blame 
lies  for  the  rioting  and  subsequent  loss  of  life  is  still  open  to  argument  today. 
However,  five  men  died  from  British  guns  and  Samuel  Adams  made  the  most  of  the 
situation,  spreading  the  word  that  the  Boston  townspeople  were  being  shot  down 
in  the  streets.   His  demands  in  the  Council  Chamber  that  the  troops  be  removed 
to  the  harbor  forts  were  finally  met  with  by  the  British  authorities. 

On  July  18,  1776  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  to  the  jubilant  citi- 
zens from  the  east  balcony  of  the  Old  State  House.   In  the  square  in  front  of  the 
State  House  the  populace  burned  everything  pertaining  to  English  sovereignty  not 
already  burned  after  the  evacuation  the  previous  March  17,  including  the  Lion 
and  Unicorn  which  had  been  on  the  eastern  pediments  of  the  building. 

From  1780  on,  for  the  next  eighteen  years,  the  governors  of  Massachusetts  were 
inaugurated  in  the  Council  Chamber.   In  the  Representatives'  Hall,  in  1780,  the 
State  Constitution  drafted  by  John  Adams  was  adopted.   1782  saw  a  great  recep- 
tion in  honor  of  the  French  fleet  and  army.   Washington,  touring  New  England  in 
1789,  was  escorted  up  W^shington  Street,  passing  under  a  great  temporary  trium- 
phal arch  spanning  the  street  at  right  angles  to  the  Old  State  House.   He  ap- 
peared on  a  balcony  erected  for  the  occasion  in  the  center  of  the  building  to 
review  a  procession  in  his  honor. 
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After  twenty-one  years  of  occupancy,  in  1798,  the  State  Legislature  moved  into 
Bulf inch's  new  State  House  on  Beacon  Hill,  leaving  the  Old  State  House  nearly 
unused.   In  1803  the  to\%m  bought  out  the  county  and  Coiranonwealth  interests  and 
for  the  next  twenty-seven  years  leased  the  building  to  various  tenants,  from 
attorneys  to  hairdressers. 

In  1820  the  eastern  half  of  the  second  floor  and  all  of  the  third  was  leased  to 
the  Masonic  Fraternity  for  ten  years.   During  this  time  the  building  ^^7as  threatened 
twice  with  demolition,  first  in  1822  when  it  was  proposed  that  the  land  be  used 
as  a  site  for  the  United  States  Bank  and  second,  when  it  was  suggested  as  the 
best  location  to  erect  Chantrey's  statue  of  Washington.   Fortunately  both  pro- 
positions were  declined. 
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IV  -  ALTERATIONS,  1830  -  1880 

In  1830,  Boston  city  officials,  deciding  to  make  use  of  the  Old  State  House 
as  the  Boston  City  Hall,  had  the  building  remodeled  by  Isaiah  Rogers,  well- 
known  for  his  Greek  Revival  style,  who  was  assisted  by  William  Washburn. 

Heavy  wooden  porticos  were  added  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  structure. 
"The  interior  was  completely  replanned,  the  principal  new  feature  being  a 
spiral  staircase  in  the  center  of  the  building.   To  install  this,  old  transverse 

floor  girders  were  cut  out  in  the  center  section,  their  ends  being  carried  by 

12 
iron  rods  to  the  roof  trusses  in  the  third  floor." 

According  to  Bowen's  Picture  of  Boston  of  1838,  the  first  floor  was  divided 
into  three  large  rooms  with  the  west  room  the  Post  Office,  the  east  Topliff's 
News  Room,  and  the  middle  room,  "a  lofty  apartment  supported  by  pillars",  used 
as  the  Merchants'  Exchange  and  furnishing  a  common  thoroughfare  to  the  public 
offices. 

From  this  central  room  winding  stairs  led  to  the  second  floor  where  the  Hall  of 
Common  Council  was  directly  over  the  Post  Office  and  the  Hall  of  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen in  the  opposite  end.   The  latter  also  held  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  City 
Clerk.   Around  the  circular  staircase  area  were  a  series  of  small  offices  for 
the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  etc. ,  including  the  Health  Office  which  must  have  been 
extremely  crowded,  allocated  as  it  was  not  only  to  the  Health  Department  but 
also  to  the  City  Marshal,  Superintendent  of  Burial  Grounds,  Physician  of  the 
Port,  Captain  of  the  Port,  Captain  of  the  Watch,  Superintendent  of  Lamps  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Streets. 

The  third  floor  held  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department, 
City  Land  Commissioner,  Messenger,  a  Committee  Room,  plus  a  large  hall  for  the 
recently  organized  public  Vaccine  Institution,  "for  the  gratuitous  innoculation 
of  the  poor." 

The  whole  structure  was  lighted  with  gas,  as  were  the  lamps  at  the  four  corners 
of  the  building.    Around  this  time,  a  clock  was  substituted  for  the  sundial 
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on  the  eastern  face  of  the  building.   Also  it  is  most  likely  that  fireplaces 
were  then  installed  in  each  office,  accounting  for  the  multiple  chimneys  which 
appeared  along  each  side  of  the  roof. 

By  1841  the  City  government  had  moved  out,  leaving  the  entire  building  to  the 
untender  mercies  of  various  tenants  once  again.   During  this  time  the  Old  State 
House  acquired  an  inappropriate  mansard  roof  "which  gives  it  a  more  modern 
appearance",  according  to  Drake,  writing  in  1872.   The  central  staircase  was 
removed  and  the  interior  remodeled  several  times.   Business  signs  were  posted 
all  over  the  exterior.   By  1876  its  appearance  was  so  altered  and  its  dignity 
so  abused  that  it  is  surprising  the  suggestion  that  the  Old  State  House  be 
torn  down  wasn't  accepted.  At  this  time  the  city  wished  to  extend  Devonshire 
Street  and  the  Old  State  House  stood  in  the  way.   A  compromise  was  reached 
and  resulted  in  the  removal  of  only  the  1830  east  portico. 


A17 


^ _^ — 

3 

J_  - 

p               r 
-I- 

a =  - 

- 

"          11          :       1          1 

,_ 

N   1 

=   = 

ZE 
IE 

n: 

J' 


ROGKlts'     I'l.VN,-      1S:!0. 


1830 


A18 


-     ='      --v>--^^.:-;;;^r--C  ;-^v$!^y^-s^- '^.'•^v;^^^*vS^f  ^^i^-^W.^^^^^ 


:-<t'-.":..,r.v',JCi-i-f^-— '  -■-■■-4':-'  "-1 


o 
m 

00 


A19 


■••I.H  1.         ■■'■     ■  ■'  :    S'" 


_^ M;Miy 


^''c,^ -<;■'.' 


(^ 


■m 


1- 


1^ 


■J.    ■-■■  ^H  t*  '•  -       *.'    -     .''-^'-    ■        f%- 


^^;vfe>-' '*  Wrk-^x^^ 


^-%j-;,.;;,f,;,  = 


A20 


i 


If 


Bs 


l^vt«-ffl>v»s>esv<!tfe«*«^' 


;',-i. •*-'-•■- '■'■'j'*" 


.'  t'     Is  J  f  1  ^ 


o 

<!■ 
I 
O 
CO 
CO 


A21 


A22 


A23 


ARCHITECrURAL  HERITAGE  Page  lo 


FAMIIIL     HALL     MAHKIT,     BOSTON,     MASSACIIHStTTS    njlii'j 


V  -  RESTORATION,  1881  -  1969 

In  1881  the  tenant  leases  had  expired  on  the  Old  State  House  and  the  question 
arose  as  to  its  future,  whether  to  lease  the  building  again  or  to  restore  it. 
The  City  Council's  decision  to  rescue  it  from  oblivion  by  restoration  to  its 
original  condition  and  preserve  it  for  public  use  was  greatly  influenced  by  the 
newly  organized  Boston  Antiquarian  Club,  made  up  of  public  spirited  City  em- 
ployees, and  which  was  called. the  Bostonian  Society  by  1882.   Their  efforts  were 
successful  in  convincing  the  City  of  the  historical  value  of  the  Old  State  House 
and  of  the  necessity  to  appropriate  the  needed  $35,000  for  restoration. 

George  A.  Clough,  City  Architect,  commenced  the  restoration  work  in  October, 
1881  and  completed  it  six  months  later.   In  spite  of  the  painstaking  study  Clough 
made  of  the  construction  of  the  building  before  starting  work  on  it,  he  reached 
several  undoubtedly  erroneous  conclusions.   The  most  notable  was  that  the  1830 
central  staircase,  removed  after  1844  but  of  which  he  found  structural  evidence, 
was  original  and  dated  from  the  18th  centurj'.   In  fact,  when  the  1882  restora- 
tion was  completed,  the  entire  interior  of  the  building  was  restored  faithfully  - 
back  to  the  1830  reconstruction  of  Isaiah  Rogers.'   The  1830  Rogers  plans  had 
been  located  at  this  time  but  were  either  found  too  late  or  were  not  recognized 
for  what  they  were. 

There  were  many  critics  of  the  validity  of  the  1882  restoration,  some  more  vocal 
than  others.   Dr.  George  H.  Moore  was  one  of  these  critics.   His  acid  remarks 

were  accepted,  printed  and  many  even  acceded  to  by  his  principal  target,  Mr. 

18 
William  H.  Whitmore,  a  prime  mover  and  supporter  in  the  1882  restoration.    Dr. 

Moore  not  only  disputed  the  authenticity  of  the  central  staircase  but  also  stated 

that 

"no  such  division  of  the  space  on  the  second  floor  as  the  present  existed  at 
any  time  during  the  official  use  of  the  building  by  the  Legislature,  Colonial, 
Provincial,  Revolutionary,  or  State.   During  the  entire  Colonial  and  Provincial 
periods,  there  were  three  chambers  ...,  with  their  respective  lobbies,  and  at 
least  two  entries."  ^^ 

Most  experts  today  feel  that  Dr.  Moore's  viewpoint  was  indisputably  correct. 
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The  1882  "restoration",  however,  demonstrates  an  excellent  example  of  1830 
interior  construction.   The  exterior  of  tl^e  Old  State  House,  due  to  the  pre- 
valence of  drawings  from  the  post-1747  period,  was  more  faithfully  reconstructed. 

In  1882  the  City  leased  the  Old  State  House  to  the  Bostonian  Society  which  today 
still  has  charge  of  it  and  furnishes  all  the  rooms  with  immensely  important 
memorabilia  of  the  City  of  Boston  -  maps,  uniforms,  paintings,  etc.  -  as  a 
museum  for  the  public  enjoyment.   Their  library  and  picture  collection  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  City.   Boston  is  indeed  fortunate  to  have  one  of  the  United 
States'  most  valuable  historic  buildings  in  the  custody  of  such  a  capable  and 
enthusiastic  group  as  the  Bostonian  Society. 

In  1904,  with  the  construction  of  the  East  Boston  Tunnel,  the  Old  State  House 
suffered  desecration  when  a  subway  station  was  installed  in  the  east  basement. 
Further  encroachment  was  threatened  several  years  later  on  the  west  end  but  this 
time  it  was  prevented  and  led  to  the  passage  of  the  Massachusetts  Acts  of  1907, 
Chapter  385,  An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Old  Provincial  State 
House  in  the  City  of  Boston,  which  effectively  prevents  any  future  diversion  of 
the  building. 

The  most  recent  action  occurred  in  1963  when  the  United  States  Government  pro- 
claimed the  Old  State  House  a  Registered  National  Historic  Landmark.  To  quote 
the  bronze  plaque  affixed  to  the  exterior  of  the  building, 

"Under  the  provisions  of  the  Historic  Sites  Act  of  August  21,  1935,  this  site 
possesses  exceptional  value  in  commemorating  and  illustrating  the  history  of 
the  United  States.   United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  National  Park 
Service,  1963." 

I 

With  Federal  recognition.  State  legislation.  City  ownership  and  the  Bostonian 
Society  as  valued  custodian,  the  Old  State  House  should  be  well  protected  for 
forthcoming  generations  to  enjoy. 
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THE     FIRE    IN     1747. 

[On  pp.  57-58  vrc  have  given  two  contemporaneons  accounts  of 
the  dcstnction  of  the  House,  by  fire,  in  17-i7.  The  folloiring 
description  is  vrorthy  of  preservation  as  containing  some  additional 
particulars.]  • 

From  the  Boston    Gazette,  or    WeeJcbj  Journal:  iVb.    1343. 
Tuesday,  December  15,  1747. 

"  Last  Wednesdaj'  iloming  tliis^  Town  was  exceedingly  sur- 
prised by  a  most  terrible  Fire  which  broke  out  at  the  Court 
House,  whereby  that  spacious  and  beautiful  Building,  except  the 
hare  waJls,  vcas  entirely  destroyed:  The  Eise  and  Progress  of 
which,  according  to  the  best  Information  we  can  get,  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  The  Day  before  being  very  cold,  and  the  General 
Court  sitting,  there  had  been  two  fierce  Fires  In  the  Chimnies  of 
the  Chambers  both  of  the  Council  and  Representatives ;  and  from 
those  Chimnies  between  them  the  Fire  seems  to  have  been  kin- 
dled, and  to  have  been  lurking  all  ^ight  in  one  of  the  Beams 
beneath  them,  till  it  5rst  broke  out  in  the  Deal  or  Cedar  Wainscot 
passage  bcticeen  the  Doors  of  Oiose  ChamJjers,  which  were  of  Deal 
or  Cedar  Wainscot  also.  - 

"  For  at  Six  in  the  ilomiug  the  Watch  at  the  East  End  of  the 
Town  Hou.~e  broke  up ;  and  between  five  and  ten  Minutes  after, 
the  Rays  of  the  Fire  first  discovered  it  in  the  said  Passage  through 
the  great  Window  against  it,  by  glancing  into  the  Chambers  of 
the  Houses  on  the  Korth  side  of  the  Town-House,  where  two 
or  three  People  were  awake ;  and  running  to  the  Windows  first 
saw  it  TJ'.ere;  but  it  quickly  broke  iuto  the  Council  Chamber, 
and  run  up  the  Deal  Wainscot  Stairs  into  the  Loft  and  Lanlltom 
above,  and  set  them  all  in  a  Blaze,  before  the  People  came  eitJier 
to  manage  tlie  Engines,  or  save  tlie  Province  Records,  Books, 
Papers,  Plam.  Pictures,  or  anything  ei'e  in  the  Cliavibers  or 
Apjari-nsnts,  to  ike  inestiniable  Loss  of  the  Province. 

"  But  thro'  the  Mercy  of  GOD  the  County  Records  under  the 
TTeofem  Staircase  beloio  and  Part  of  the  Province  Records  under 
the  Eastern  Staircase  beloic,  as  also  Copies  of  the  ilixtrrES 
OF  CocKCfL  F&JM  THE  Begixxin'g  TO  1737,  hciiig  at  tlie  Secre- 
tary's diceUivg  Ilouse  are  happily  saved. 

"  In  the  Cellars  which  were  hired  by  several  Persons,  a  great 
Qcantitv  of  Wines  and  other  Liquors,  were  lost,  to  the  amount  of 
several  Thousand  Pounds.  The  Vehemence  of  the  FLimcs  oc- 
casion'd  such  a  great  Heat  as  to  set  the  Roofs  of  some  of  the 
opposite  Houses  on  Fire,  notwithstanding  they  had  been  cov- 
ered with  Snow,  and   were   extinguished  with   much  Di.llculty." 
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BILL    FOR    PAINTING    THE    STATK    HOUSE,    1773. 

Tbo   following  intercstinij  document  is  printeJ    from  the  orisin^l  ia  tlie 

collection  of  Mellon  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library:  — 

177.3.  Province  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Tho'.  Crafls,  Jun.  Dr. 

To  pnintins  State  House,  Viz. 

To  paint"  Council  Cliarabcr  Loby,  ic.,  402  yards  @  9^.,  15..   1..  6 

To  Ditto  Representatives  Ditto,  42Gy.irds  (2  0'.,  15..  19..  G 

To  my  self  &  2  hands,  2  Days  and  half,  taking  down  &   "| 

putting  up   Picturs   in  Council  &.  Representatives     >  1..17..   6 

Chambers  @  5/,  J 

To  paintins  £  Gilding  Eings  Arms.  lO..  0..0 

To  Ditto  Ditto  Colonies  D\  '  4..  0..  0 

To  Ditto  Codfish,     .  '  0..15.. 

To  Ditto  &  Gilding  Dial,  East  End,  3..10..0 

To  Ditto  Bricks  as  p' Agreement,  47..  0..  0 

To  Ditto  lower  floor,  p' Ditto,  '  14..  7..  4 

To  Ditto  Stair  Cases,  203  yards,  @  9*.,  7. .10..  0 

May  To  4  Hands,  Cleaning  &,  scraping  D''.,  1  day  @  5/,  1..  0..  0 

2oth  To  painting  Be'eony  &  Pcdomint  over  it,  SO  yards  @  l&i.,  3..  C.  8 

ITo  Ditto  10  Luthcrln  \yindows  (3  8/,  4..  CO 

•  •To  Ditto  8  Cants,  30  yards  @  10"*.,  1 . .  E . .  0 

To  Ditto  2  Carved  Corner  Pieces,  1..  0..  0 

To  Ditto  Lyon  &  Unicorn,  1..  8..  0 

To  Ditto  3  Pediments  over  Doors,  30  yards  @  lO''.,  1..  5..  0 

To  Ditto  54  Window  frames,  very  Dry,  ©  4/,  10..1C..  0 

To  Ditto  1412  squares  sash  @  12''.,  12..  C  4 

To  Ditto  4  Ox  Eye  "Window  frames  @  1/,  0..  4..  0 

To  Ditto  Mondilion  Cornish  outside,  IGO  yards  @  lO-i.,  6..  13..  4 

To  Ditto  Trunks,  50  Yards  @  10".,  2..  1..8 

To  writing  Gold  Letters  over  Doors,  12..  0 

To   2   Hands   half  day,  bringing  Picturs   from   Gov"  & 

pun=  up,  .  .  6..  0 

To  paints  2  Doz  Draws,  4..  0 

To  Ditto  Rails  down  front  Steps,  4  hands  2  days,  3..  0.-  O 

To  cleaning  Gov  Burnets  Picture  &  Gild;  frame,  1..16.. 


£171..  3. .10 

60  yards  painting  short  charg'i  (2  9'!.,  2..  5..  0 

£173..  8. .10 
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CiTV  II.VI.I..  IV.STON,  Oct.    1,   1882. 
Aliji;i:man    Wn.i,iA>i    Wuolli;v,    Chitiriuun    of  t!ic    Comniittr'n    in 
rharye  of  the  Jicstomdon  of  the  Old  Sliilr  JIoii.se:  — 

Deaii  .Sii;, — 111  tliL'  rccou^tiiR'ticMi  ami  ix'Storatioii  of  auy 
structure;  it  will  bo  uiulLnstootl  that  tliu  result  must  largely 
de[)eiKl  upon  the  kiiowlelge  at  hand  of  its  original  character. 

In  the  case  of  the  Ohl  Sr.ate  House,  to  ascertain  this  was  not 
altogetlicu'  an  easy  t.-isK',  but  witli  tlie  aid  of  ]\Ir.  "W.  II.  Wliit- 
raore,  nn  ac'ivc  ineinber  of  your  oonimitti'e,  and  who  was  en- 
tirely familiar  with  its  i  ally  history,  much  of  the  dilliciilty  was 
overcome  in  the  start.  Tiie  following  is  an  aiitiientic  statement 
of  the  evidences  which  were  found  of  tlie  original  condition  of  the 
old  building,  aud  which  have  determined  the  work  of . restora- 
tion. -: 

In  order  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  hidden  traces  left  of 
the  oiiginal  intotior,  a  rareful  carpenter  was  first  employed  to 
make  a  thorough  'examiuatiou ;  this  work  was  carried  on  for 
more  than  four  weeks,  under  the  immediate  observation  of  Mr. 
'Whitmore  and  myself;  several  important  indications  were  thus 
brouglit  to  light ;  in  fact,  the  exact  location  of  :dl  the  original 
partitions  of  the  second  story  was  determined :  upon  removing 
the  plastering,  the  outline  of  the  original  partition  caps  was 
found,  whicii  had  been  cut  iu  between  the  old  furrings.  Also, 
corresponding  indications  were  found  upon  the  old  under-floors, 
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certain  aiuoiint  of  loom  gained  througii  a  peculiar  niauuer  of 
terniiiiating    the  staircase  uu  the  sccund-llijor  landing. 

Tlic  plan  of  tiie  interior  liaving  been  determined,  and  the 
nature  of  the  accommodations,  next  came  tlie  treatment  of  fini.sh, 
and  the  character  of  the  arciiilecturc.  Sketches  and  a  careful 
study  were  at  once  made  of  all  the  buildings  erected  in  this 
vicinity,  of  about  the  date  of  the  Old  State  House  ;  among  them, 
several  dwellings  at  the  Nortli  End,  Christ  Clutrch,  Hancock 
House,  King's  '  Chapel,  Royall  House  at  !Medford,  the  Gov. 
Shirlej'  House  at  Roxbuiy,  several  public  and  private  buildings 
at  Salem,  Newbury|)ort,  aud  Portsmouth  were  carefull\'  exam- 
ined. With  these  studies  and  the  several  wood-cuts  and  litho- 
graphic plates  of  the  old  building  itself,  dating  from  the  days  of 
Paul  Revere  down  (he  Laving  made  tlie  first  engraving),  together 
with  existing  pieces  of  wood  mouldings  found  about  tlie  interior, 
such  as  pieces  of  cornices,  bases  of  the  pilasters,  pieces  of  old 
wood  mantles,  and  wood  wainscoting  connecting  with  the  same, 
besides  the  position  of  all  the  old  wood  grounds  upon  the  brick 
walls,  giving  the  heights  of  the  cornices,  wainscoting,  etc.,  a 
very  definite  idea  was  formed  of  the  treatment  of  the  iifterior 
>  \vood  finish ;  also  much  of  the  new  work  that  was  required  about 
the  exterior,  including  the  balcony  at  the  State-street  end  and 
the  restoration  of  .the  Washington-street  door. 

In  restoring  the  windows  of  the  building  the  number  of  panes 
of  glass  in  each  window  was  determined  by  an  oil  painting,  made 
about  A.D.  1805,  Miich  is  in  the  possession  of  the  JIassachusetts 
Historical  Society."  The  muntins  of  the  sashes  are  different 
from  those  found  in  any  other  building  of  that  period,  and  are 
a  reproduction  from  the  window  of  the  second  story,  opening 
upon  the  balcony  at  the  State-street  end.     Although  the  use  of 

'  The  engraving  of  this  picture  will  be  found  ante,  p.  101. 
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CaUI'F.NTI'.KS. 


Holbi'ooli  it  Ilailow 

i 
Siihiey  Peterson 


James  Fag;iu 
C.  W.  Baxter    . 


John  D.  Driseoll 
Walbiug  &  Sherry 


Masons. 


PAnvTERS. 


89,413  C9 
7,451  31 


S5,301  C7 
365  25 


81,020  70 
265  60 


S1G,865  00 


5,GGG  92 


Roofing  and  Gutteks. 


T.  F.  Harn'san 


SUPERIXTLXDEST    AND    'WATCinrAN. 

F.  A.  Hatch  and  M.  Faruham  .         ... 

"    "     Steam-heating  and  Ventilation. 
Ingalls  &  Keuclricken       ..... 

-Iron  and  Marble  "Work. 
L.  M.  Ham  and  Bowkcr,  Torrey,  &  Co.   . 


R.  R.  Clark 


Briutnall  &  Tombs 


Ghanite-Wokk. 


Plumbing. 


r-  •  • 


Plastering. 


l/j.  H.  Davis     . 

AmomU  carried  forirard, 


2,1SG  30 

1,128  13 

1,380  04 

■      1,648  66 

1,061   74 

1,099  32 

988  58 

923  19 
$32,947  88 
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whioh,  by  llu'  way,  ]i;ul  boon  covcrt-'J  :it  (liffiTOiit  periods  by  two, 
and  in  somu  places  by  tlirco.  ni)pL'r  or  finish-tlooi's.  Tliosc  iii- 
dicaticn.s  upon  tlic  original  luidor-lloors  also  gave  uic  the  posi- 
tion of  all  lln'  doors,  their  tliresliolds  being  clearly  defuu'd  by 
ot)enings  directly  through  the  under  llo<jr,  as  in  the  case  of 
tlircsholds    in    old    buihlings    of    that    date. 

But  the  most  irniiortant  develoi)nient  of  all  was  the  opcuing 
i^i  of  the  original  framing  in  the  second  lloor  around  the 
circular  staircase,  as  represented  in  the  accompanying  diagratn. 
There  was  one  mysterious  circumstance  in  connection  with 
this  framing,  — the  centre  of  the  circular  .  gallery  of  the 
staircase  -was  found  to  be  one  foot  from  the  centre  of  the 
circular  hall  surrounding  it,  when  they  would  l)0th  be  natu- 
rally drawn  from  one  centre.  Tiiis  was  explained,  however,  ia 
gooci  time,  by  the  fortunate  dibe<:)very  of  the  original  plans  of 
the  building,  they  having  ])ccn  found  by  3Ir.  AVhitnjore'  at  Ciu- 
cinuuti ;  the  I'easoii  of  the  difference  in  the  two  centres  was  at 
once  apparent,  it  having  been  purposely  arranged  to  equalize  a 

*I  sincerely  re;^rft  that  Mr.  Cloiiu'li,  wriinii;  nt  a  lime  wht-u  thorc  was  no  cODlrovcryy, 
used  a  phr.ise  cap.iblo  of  ruiscoDstructioii.  Thu  jihins  mtMiti"iiciI  wero  lIjo.-;e  used  by  Isaiah 
KogtTfl,  the  iirchitcct  of  the  renovation  of  the  buDdiiig  in  l'*3i>.  Thi/y  were  found  in  the 
possession  of  his  family,  and  arc  of  the  i^reater-t  iiitort-st  and  value  as  being  Iho  only  plaiid 
kDOWu  lo  exist  which  show  the  state  of  the  buildiny;  then.  Xo  t-arlier  jdan  had  yut  been 
found. 

The  discussion  of  the  nu-anin^  of  the  plaiiiit  will  be  found  in  a  later  appendix.  In  the 
meantime  the  reader  will  note  that  thu  report  of  Mr.  Clough,  brings  out  much  new  tehtiraony 
Od  to  the  original  shape  of  the  room-». 

A  great  deal  of  ad\cr:-o  criiicisui  has  been  wasted  on  the  question  of  authority  for  the 
prci^ent  lestoratlon.  M'ords  and  i)hrascs  have  been  tlistorted,  as  if  a  priuteil  statement,  taken 
without  regard  to  its  context,  un\<t  be  beyond  susi)iciuu  of  error,  and  incapablcj  of  correction. 
Such  criticisms  may  be  hiijhly  entertainini,'  us  intelU-ctual  exerciser;  but  they  become  worth- 
less when  only  the  truth  irf  Fouirht.  In  the  present  case,  Mr.  CIou?h,  an  arehUect  of 
acknowledged  Kkill,  had  an  opportunity  whicli  his  critics  lacked,  to  see  anvl  e\am:uc  the 
fraraowork  of  this  building,  stripped  from  modern  additions,  and  before  it  was  again  covered 
by  new  liuish.  His  o[>inion  is  given  in  plain  lan^-uage,  and  is  to  be  considered,  as  a  whule, 
from  a  careful  study  of  all  the  evidence  before  him. 

After  the  opinion  of  an  expert  has  been  thus  obt:iined,  based  upon  the  careful  exandnaiion 
of  walls,  floors,  timbers,  and  windnw-<paccs  as  they  exi-*t,  no  adverse  criticism  founded  on 
the  critic's  iyteriirctaiion  of  scraps  gleauid  from  nole-book.s  will  be  of  any  impor:auce. 

^v.  II.  ^v. 
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this  pcciiHar  tliiii  mimliii  (.'xcitcil  a.  great  deal  of  critioi=;m  in 
the  iiu!)lip  i)rcss,  it  was  not  cloelileil  upon  liiially,  until  after 
a  careful  exaiuiiiatioii  of  this  window  had  been  made  by  many 
leading  architects  and  builders,  especially  those  v.lio  had  given 
attention  to  this  colonial  style,  aud  it  had  been  definitely  dcter- 
•laincd  that  this  was  the  original  ^vindow.  In  fact,  but  little 
doubt  of  its  original  character  could  exist,  since  the  frame  of 
this  window,  like  all  the  other  windows  about  the  building, 
was  built  solid  into  the  walls  and  extending  back  of  the  same, 
on  the  two  sides  and  across  the  top,  at  least  four  inches  ;  the 
window  and  side  lights-  were  glazed  with  crown  glass,  which 
has  not  been  in  use  for  the  last  eighty  years;  the  hinges  were 
of  wrought  iron,  secured  with  wrought  nails,  aud  the  fastening 
was  b}-  an  cld  brass  latch  with  egg-shaped  handles  each 
side.  ■  •■, 

The  work  of  restoring  the  exteuior  was  not  of  a  diflicult 
nature,  the  brick  moulded  belt  courses  were  easily  continued 
where  they  had  been  removed,  and  the  walls  of  the  first  story 
of  the  Washington  and  State  street  cuds,  which  had  been  iakeu 
away  for  modern  improvement,  to  fit  the  building  for  business 
'purposes,  were  easily  replaced  with  window  openings  like  those 
above.  ^ 

The  main  cornice  was  found  in  a  good  state  of  preservation, 
as  also  were  the  ten  trusses  supporting  the  roof,  which,  of 
course,  clctermiued  the  original  outline ;  these  trusses  were  framed 
with  a  king  post,  and  were  constructed  of  oak-hewn  timber,  the 
principal  rafters  being  in  double  sections,  the  under  section  of 
a  natural  curve;  the  tie-beams  of  the  trusses  were  about  four- 
teen inches  square  and  formed  the  sleepers  or  girders  for  the 
support  of  th'e  third  floor. 

All  of  the  roof  above  the  cornice  to  the  height  of  eight  feet, 
between  'the    trusses,  had  been    removed ;  but  above  that  height, 


I 
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forming    the  npox,    the    original   boaidiiig  and    jark-rnftor.s  wore 
found  in  good  condition. 

New  dormer  windows  were  placed  lu'tween  tlie  trns.se.s,  tlie 
number,  position,  and  proportions  lieing  ascertained  from  the 
several  wood-cuts ;  also  the  five  chinnieys  on  each  side,  which 
were  found  to  be  of  modern  construction,   were  lemovcd. 

Tlie  tower  was  discovered  iu  a  neglected  and  ver}-  unsafe  con- 
dition ;  several  of  the  bcd-i)late3  which  formerly  received  the 
posts  having  been  removed  in  the  course  of  adapting  the  third 
story  to  business  purposes,  wh.ile  others  had  been  completely 
burned  off ;  and  in  those  alterations  the  only  support  left  for 
the  tower  was  upon  the  head  of  two  jilank  partitions.  From 
the  decayed  condition  of  the  wood  finish  of  the  exterior  of  the 
tower  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  all  of  the  sash,  two 
thirds  of  the  pilasters,  pcdcsttlls,  balustrades,  and  carved  finials, 
and  replace  the  same  bj'  new  work ;  the  copi)er  work  of  the 
'roof  and  the  old  vane  and  lightning-rod  were  found  in  a  very 
passable  condition. 

The  work  of  reconstruction  occupied  about  six  mouths'    time,  • 

having  been  commenced  about  October  15,   1881,  and  completed 

in  July,  1882. 

Vcr}'  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE   A.    CLOUGH, 

CUy  Arcldtect. 
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APP1]XDIX      G. 


The  follou-iiig  report,  on  tlio  restoration  mul  renovation  of  tlio 
Old  State  Ilonsc  (City  Docnnicnt  No.  lOOof  ISS2),  was  snbinittcd 
to  the  Comuiou  Council,  June  '2'J,  ISS'2  :  — 

walls  and  proper  door.s  and  windows.  The  plans  of  the  old  build- 
ing and  the  indications  in  the  wood-work  pointed  to  a  circular 
stairway  between  the  first  and  second  floors.  In  utilizing  the 
basement  for  business  purposes,  it  was  necessary  to  extend  this 
stairway  through  that  stor^'  also.  The  repairs  to  the  tower  were 
costly,  but  indispensable.  The  second  story,  containing  the 
Memorial  Halls,  has  cost  considerable  money,  but  there  every 
part  of  the  finish  had  to  be  constructed  afresh. 

"  Your  coniinittcc  annex  hereto  the  report  of  the  City  Architect, 
showing,'  fii'st,  the,  total  cost  of  each  kind  of  work  ;  secoudlj"  the 
cost  of  each  part  of  the  building.  It  seems  that  of  the  835,000 
the  amount  of  $11,300  was  expended  for  the  antiquarian  part,  or 
the  ]\Iemorial  Halls  ;  the  remainder  has  been  economically  ex- 
pended in  arranging  the  building  for  business  purposes,  under  the 
instructions  to  preserve  and  restore  the  original  exterior. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  conuuittce  has  to  report  that  the  work  has 
revealed  the  fact  that  extensive  repairs',  perhaps  costing  $25,000, 
would  have  been  needed  within  a  very  few  years,  as  the  walls 
were  crumbling,  the  timbers  of  the  roof  and  tower  badly  decayed, 
and  even  for  renting  purposes  the  building  could  not  be  compared 
■with  the  modern  offices  in  the  vicinity.  It  had  bessa  hoped  that 
the  appropriation  would  allow  the  committee  to  fit  up  the  attic, 
and  to  provide  chandclieis,  etc.,  for  the  halls.  But  as  the  work 
can  be  finished  to  this  point  within  the  original  appropriation,  and 
as  these  finishing  touches  can  be  left  to  our  successors,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  mention  the  facts. 

"  Your  committee  would  especially  call  attention  to  the  zeal  and 
success  with  which  the  City  Architect  has  conducted  the  work. 
The  details  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  old  work  have  given  him 
much  extra  labor,  but  it  is  believed  that  everything  which  has 
been  done  ha.s  the  best  architectural  authority  for  it.  A  full 
explanation  of  the  changes  is  reserved  for  another  opportunity. 
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"  TliC  Coiniiiitti-'C  oil  riiblie  Buildings  \v:is  instructed  by  the 
City  Council  of  l>iSl  to  give  cU'ect  tu  the  following  order  which 
was  ai)iirovi:d  by  the  Ma3oi',  Sei)l.  17,  18S1  :  — 

"  Ordered,  Tha.t  the  Coimuittcc  on  I'uMic  Buildings  be  iliroctcd  to  lc;i.scthc 
OUl  St;ito  House  for  such  terms,  to  siicli  jKirties,  ami  U[)ou  sueh  terms  .is  llicj- 
ni.iy  deem  for  the  host  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston ;  and  said  committee 
arc  hereby  authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars  in  repairs  on  building;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
therefor." 

"Under  these  iustrnctious  the  committee  of  ISSl  appointed 
Mcssi'S.  ■\Vbitniore,  WooUcy,  O'Brien,  and  ^Morrison,  in  ISSl,  as 
a  sub-comnnttee ;  and  in  1882,  ^Messrs.  WooUey,  Hart  (Frost  in 
his  place  from  February  24th),  Jlorrisoa  CWhitniorc  in  bis  place 
from  ^larcli  20tli),  and  Edd^',  in  the  same  capacity. 

"  Your  committee  begs  leave  to  report  in  part,  at  this  time,  that 
the  work  has  been  substantially  finished,  and  to  submit  a  detailed 
account  of  its  expenditures.  The  estimate  of  §35,000  was  .is 
accurate  a  calculation  as  could  be  made  in  .advance  ;  and  though, 
as  will  be  shown,  much  more  has  been  done  than  was  anticipated, 
the  work  will  be  finished  so  that  the  building  can  be  delivered  to 
its  occupants  wilhiii  the  amount  named. 

"  It  was  foimd  that  the  work  involved  not  only  the  removal  of 
the  partitions  on  each  floor,  but  an  cLaborate  reconstruction  of  the 
lower  floor  and  basement,  to  fit  them  for  such  tenants  as  the  city 
would  desire  to  have  in  such  a  building.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  heat  the  building  by  steam,  in  order  to  do  away  with  the 
'chimneys  which  had  been  put  on  diu'iug  the  present  century.  It 
was,  of  course,  in  the  view  which  the  committee  took,  necessary 
to  take  ofl!"  the  modern  French  roof  au<l  to  restore  the  old  pitch 
roof;  to  take  out  the  glass  fronton  the  west  end,  and  the  flight  of 
stairs  on  the  east  end,  and  to  replace  them  with  substantial  brick 
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The  various  lacchaiiics  liavc  heartily  cuupi'iatcd,  and  tlic  result 
will,  it  is  hopeil,  [irove  that  llio  a[)i)ropriation  has  l)een  jjrupcrly 
expended. 

"  Yo'ir  comniittec  autici()ate  tiiat  it  can  deliver  up  the  building 
to  the  City  Government  early  in  July,  and,  unless  otherwise  in- 
structed, it  is  their  ititeution  to  invite  the  City  Coinicil  to  attend 
at  a  formal  celebration  of  the  event. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  WOOLLEY, 
CHARLE.S  II.  IIERSEY, 
WILLIAM  FROST, 
P.  JAMIiS  JIAGUIRE, 
JOHN  P.  HILTON, 
OTIS  EDDY, 
JOSEPH  P.  CONNELL, 
WILLIAM  H.   WHIT.^IORE, 

Committee  on  Public  Buildings." 


Accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

W.  P.  GREGG, 

.  .     '  aerlc. 


Office  of  City  Architect, 
CiTV  Hall,  June  27,  1882. 
William     Woollet,    Eaq.,     Chainnan  Committee  iti   charge  of 
renovating  the  Old  State  House :  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  committee, 

I  herewith  present  a  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  reconstructing " 

and  refitting  the  ancient  structure,  showing  first  the  cost  of  each 

,,       kind  of  work,  together  with  the  name  of  the  mechanic  that  did  it ; 

y         secondly,  the  separate  cost  of  restoring  each  part  of  the  building  :  — 
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Avwunt  bruu'jlit/onaird, 

Carving. 
\V.  H.  Ruiuney •     .    '     . 

GAS-FirriNG. 
Charles  Pierce  .         . 

Fiicl,  advertising,  rat-catcliing,   :uk1  other  miscella- 
neous iteiiib.  aniomit     .     '     .  .  .  ... 


$32,947  88 

850  00 

235  29 

825  83 

$34,850  00 


Sepauate  Cost  of  Kicstouixg  Each  Paut. 

Reconstruction  of  roof     .         .         ... 
Alteration,  "Washington-street  end   . 
Alteration,  State-street  end      .         .        ,. 
'  Construction  of  snl)-cellar         .  .         '.       '  . 

Fitting  up  of  R.R.  oflices  .        -.         .  ~    .  . 

Fitting  up  auti<iuariair  rooms  .... 
Circular  staircase,  hall  aud  stairs      .  $2,4G0  40 

Staircase  basement  stairs  .         .         .     1,400  00 

Fitting  up  offices,  1st  floor,  State-street  cud 
"     basement         .         .         . 

The  items  of  superintendence,  watching,  advertising, 
fuel,  and  work  upon  the  walls  of  outside,  have  not 
been  included  in  the  above  amounts,  in  all  amount- 
ins  to  .         .         .         .         .         .         .         . 


$4,331  44 
1,658  39 
3,195  00 
1,470  00 
1,877  85 
8,8G4  34 


3,860  40 
1,649  19 
3,148  43 


4,803  90 


834,859  00 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE   A.    CLOUGir, 
,  City  Architect. 
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EAST  BOSTON  TUNNEL  -  OLD  STATE  HOUSE  STATION 

Today,  in  1970,  a  subway  station  occupies  the  east  end  basement  of  the  Old 
State  House;  it  is  partially  above  ground  due  to  the  grade  level  which  rises 
as  State  Street  goes  west.   This  station  serves  the  East  Boston  Tunnel/Subway 
which  commences  in  Maverick  Square,  proceeds  under  the  harbor  for  2,700  feet, 
up  State  Street  and  under  the  Old  State  House,  originally  reaching  its  ter- 
minus in  Scollay  Square  but  extended  in  1916  to  Bowdoin  Square. 

This  tunnel  construction,  proposed  for  thirty  years,  was  finally  authorized 
by  Chapter  500,  Acts  of  1897  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  the  actual 

work  begun  on  May  5,  1900.   The  project  incorporated  the  first  submarine 

2 

tunnel  built  in  this  country  for  electric  streetcar  service.    It  cut  the 

Maverick  Square  -  Scollay  Square  travel  time  from  thirty  minutes  to  five 
minutes  and  soon  after  completion  connected  with  the  Atlantic  Avenue  Ele- 
vated, the  Washington  Street  Tunnel  and  the  Tremont  Street  Subway. 

Early  in  the  plans  made  by  the  Boston  Transit  Commission  when  the  East  Boston 

Tunnel  was  first  contemplated,  there  was  no  thought  of  a  subway  station  under 

the  east  end  of  the  Old  State  House,  according  to  Plate  #37  in  the  Fourth 

3 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commission,  August  15,  1898.    It  was  not  until  1901 

that  the  decision  was  made  to  route  the  subway  "to  the  foot  of  State  Street, 

passing  from  this  point  under  State  and  Court  Streets  to  Scollay  Square", 

6 
thus  passing  under  the  Old  State  House. 

Soon  after  this  route  was  decided  on,  it  appeared  that  a  portion  of  the  base- 
ment of  the  Old  State  House  would  be  needed  for  subway  uses.   Because  of  this, 
the  Commission  wrote  Mayor  Hart  on  November  21,  1901,  that  it  would  be  unwise 
for  the  City  to  make  any  long-term  leases  of  this  area  of  the  building. 

At  this  date  and  for  many  years  previous  to  it,  the  only  commercial  tenants 
of  the  Old  State  House  has  been  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 
Company  which  had  occupied  a  first  floor  office  on  the  Washington  Street  end 
of  the  building  for  about  forty  years  and  a  telegraph  company,  the  Mutual 
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District  Messenger  Service  which  had  had  offices  in  the  basement  for  fifty 
years.   The  Bostonian  Society  had  the  use  of  the  remainder  of  the  building. 

Agreeing  to  the  Transit  Commission's  request,  the  City  did  not  renew  these 
commercial  leases  which  expired  on  December  1,  1901.   The  railroad  company 
seemed  to  have  accepted  this  without  argument  but  the  telegraph  company  re- 
quested its  lease  extended  until  the  time  the  space  was  needed  by  the  Transit 
Commission,  expected  to  be  possibly  as  long  as  a  year.   Its  claim  that  their 
expenditure  of  $20,000  a  few  years  previously,  to  arrange  "its  underground 
wires  in  and  about  the  building  should  entitle  it  to  immunity  from  distur- 
bance as  long  as  possible." 

Judging  from  the  available  clippings,  little  outcry  was  raised  and  no  measures 
taken  to  prevent  the  locating  of  the  subway  station  under  the  Old  State  House. 
The  work  on  the  East  Boston  Tunnel/Subway  began  on  May  5,  1900  and  had  pro- 
gressed quite  a  way  up  State  Street  before  the  change  in  direction  and  the 
plans  for  the  Old  State  House  station  were  announced. 

Very  little  publicity  accompanied  this  announcement.   Whether  the  Transit 
Commission  foresaw  trouble  from  the  citizenry  over  this  desecration  of  an 
historic  structure  or  whether  the  sudden  change  in  their  plans  developed  as 
it  did  because  of  the  newly  proposed  juncture  with  the  Washington  Street  Sub- 
way is  a  moot  point.   In  any  case,  there  were  only  a  few  voices  raised  in 
protest. 

Owners  of  two  of  the  abutting  structures,  the  Ames  Building  and  the  Sears 
Building,  lodged  complaints,  expressing  their  concern  at  what  this  subterra- 

Q 

nean  construction  would  do  the  the  stability  of  their  buildings.   According 
to  an  early  1902  newsclipping,  the  various  local  societies  began  "to  stir 
themselves"   but  evidently  this  action  was  too  late  and  too  little  to  have 
any  effect  on  the  powers  and  plans  of  the  nearly  autonomous  Transit  Commission. 

It  is  also  possible  that  the  Bostonian  Society  was  lulled  into  acquiescence 
by  the  suggestion  that  they  might  be  awarded  the  sole  occupancy  of  the  Old 
State  House,  once  the  station  was  built  under  it.    Many  newspaper  editorials 
appeared,  agitating  for  such  a  lease  to  be  given  to  the  Bostonian  Society. 
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In  the  Boston  Journal  of  April  14,  1903,  Mr.  Curtis  Guild,  then  president  of 
the  Bostonian  Society,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  he  "regrets  that  the  Old  State 
House  is  to  be  altered  in  any  way,  but  says  that  he  believes  the  change  made 
in  building  the  subway  station  will  not  seriously  injure  the  building."    In 
the  same  article  one  of  the  laborers  at  work  on  the  building  is  quoted  as 
saying  "we  ought  to  tear  the  whole  thing  down  and  put  up  a  dacentLsicj building 
in  its  place,  or  else  have  a  nice  little  square  here  instead  of  this  pile  of 
dirty  bricks."    Perhaps  this  latter  comment  reflected  general  public  opinion 
of  the  time. 


In  any  case,  the  tunnel  tunnelled  ahead,  with  lethargy  characterizing  the 
reactions  of  those  concerned,  and  was  upon  the  Old  State  House  almost  before 
the  public  was  aware  of  it.   On  July  3,  1903,  after  work  was  practically  com- 
pleted on  the  station,  the  Bostonian  Society  was  awarded  the  lease  "of  such 

portions  of  the  Old  State  House  as  are  not  now  occupied  by  it  and  as  have  not 

12 
been  taken  by  the  Boston  Transit  Commission." 

A  detailed  description,  taken  from  the  1903  Annual  Report,  of  the  construction 
of  Section  E,  the  passenger  station  and  tunnel  at  the  Old  State  House,  is  as 

Q 

follows.        See  pages  4-9. 
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Rei'Out  of  the  Chikk  Kvoinker. 
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was  prosecuted  night  and  day,  two  pbifts  of  workmen  being 
employed.  On  the  side  walls  aljout  120  men  -^'orked  on 
eacli  shift.  On  tlic  roof  the  numhor  was  about  GO  for  each 
shil\  ;  on  the  core  about  50  each. 

Character  of  the  Excavated  J-Jarth. — From  India  street 
to  Merchants  row  the  first  15  feet  were  of  miscellaneous 
filled  material  and  logs.  Belo\v  this  blue  clay  was  the  gen- 
eral rule,  although  some  sandy  clay  was  encountered.  "West- 
erly fi'om  Merchants  row,  after  about  ten  feet  in  depth  of 
filled  material,  and  some  silt,  the  excavation  was  through 
variable  material,  —  sometmies  sand,  sometimes  gravel, 
Boiuctlmes  clay. 

Section'  E  of  the  East  Bosto-v  Tuxxkl. 

Contractors  for  Conslrttelion. 
Side  waifs  and  sewers  outside  of  the  Old  State  House,  Gow  & 

Foss. 
Building  foundations  for  columns,  creeling  eohiDins,  nnd  construct- 
ing roof  of  part  of  the  Old    State   llouse   Station,   liarry   P. 
Nawn. 
Tunnel  at  the  head  of  State  street  and  making  alterations  and  addi- 
tions to  the  Old  Statu  llouse,  Woodbury  it  Leighton.  V 
Transit  Commission  Assistant  Engineer.  —  liarry  S.  K.  McCurdy. 


SiJe  vails  and  aewcra  outiiiile  ^ 
of  the  Old  State  House  ...  j 

Building  foondations  for  col- ) 
umn»,  erecting  columcs,  j 
and  constructing  roof  of  )• 
part  of  the  Old  State  Iloase  | 
Statioa,' J 

Tannol  at  the  head  of  State') 
•treet  and  making  altera-  I 
tiona  aj)d  additions  to  Uic  f 
Old  State  House J 


Date  n( 
CODtract. 


Sept.  5 
190a 


Not.  •», 
1902 


Jan.  3, 

iyo3 


D.ite  of     iTlme  of  com.'  r,.,,„  _,  f,,^.., 
beginning  Ipluion  n.m.J    ^Vriifik., 
wort.  In  coulruct.        "rimcaie. 


Sept.  C, 
11*02 


Nov.  30, 
lyoj 


Jan.  6, 
rj03 


Doc.  15, 
1002 


N<it 

preciMcIy 
Bt.itej' 


Oct.  18, 
1902 


Mar  «, 

i       1003 


•The  Tork  is 
Jnly  1,     'still  in  pro- 
1903       iccsj  of  con- 
I  structira 

■I 


General  Description.  —  Thi3  section   includes    the   jvis-" 
scnger  station  at  the  Old  State  House,  and  extends  from 
about  37  feet  east   of  Congress  street  to  a  point  near  the 
easterly  side  line  of  AVashington  street. 

AlK)ut  80  feet  nt  the  we.^terly  cud  of  the  section  is  of  the 
flat-arch  type  of  tunnel  usctl  on  a  part  of  Section  D.  The 
{Tcueml  aiTangonieul  of  the  pa<^i'tigcr  station  is  that  of 
the  tiide  platform  tyi)c,  wiili  tracks  lictwcen  opposite  plat- 
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.■■■'.•    I 

forms.  Thoso  pliifforuis  arc  tibout  227  feet  long,  of  wlii'ch 
lt)0  ffct  ijt  straiir1\t,  aixl   var}'  in  width  from  10  to  20  feet  '  ' 

oil    llio  iiortli  side  to  from  10  to  31  foot  on  the  southerly        •,  .' 

side.  A  cross  section  ia  given  on  Plate  11  and  a  photo- 
graph (in   IMale   18.  -.  -." 

To  avoid   iiiteiferenee  with    street  traflie,  and    for  other  ' 

reasons,  it  was  neo'.^ssary  to  do  the  work  piecemeal,  and  it 
was  carried  (m  in  three  contracts.  -        "  .      •     ^ 

Siiln  Walls  and  Seirerh  outside  of  the  Old  State  House, — 
The  side  walls  arc  eonstrncto<l  of  concrete,  2  feet  thick, 
and  are  reinforced   with  twisted  steel  rods  placed  vertically  ' 

at  intervals  near  the  inside  face  of  the  wall.  Outside  of 
each  of  llie  walls  and  adjacent  to  it  a  sewer  M'as  constructed 
to  take  tile  place  of  the  existing  sewers,  which  occupied 
space  reipiired  for  the  Tuiniel. 

After  two  test  sections  had  !)cen  put  in,  work  was  begun  on 
this  section  Sept.  (>,  1902,  under  the  contract  of  September  :  .  ' 

.*)  already  mentioned.  The  excavation  was  mostly  in  gravel 
and  clay,  and  the  material  was  lifted  to  the  street  and 
deposited  into  carts  by  means  of  hoisting  machines  known 
as  "inclines."  They  were  placed  close  to  the  edgestones, 
and  occupied  a  space  only  about  10  feet  wide.  The  concrete 
was  put  in  jihu-e  nnisdy  at  nijrht. 

liiilldiii'j  Foitnditt i(wx  for  Caluinns,  Eredinrj  Columns, 
and  Conslrnclinij  J\irl  of  Jioof  outside  the  Old  htutc  House. 
—  1'he  roof  over  the  portion  of  the  station  under  the  street 
(Plate  13)  was  constructed  of  concrete    arches   upon  steel  ' 

girders.  These  girders  are  jdaced  transversely  to  the  lino 
of  the  Tunnel  12  feet  apart.     They  extend  from  side  wall  to  : 

side  wall,  and  arc  supptn'tcd  at  two  intermediate  points  by  : 

steel  columns  resting  on  concrete  footings. 

A  cross-section  of  the  roof  for  pipe  and  duct  crossings 
near  Devonshire  street  and  near  Congress  street  was  made  "    ' 

relatively  thin  and  Hat  .-md  reinforced  with  I-beams  or 
twisted  steel  rods.      Some  account  of  the  relocation  of  pipes  i 

and  duets  is  given  later  in  this  report.  Owing  to  the  num- 
lior  and  intrii-acy  of  these  olistaeles  in  tlio  street,  wliich  had  '      '    .    ' 

to  l>o   moved   and  maintained  in  service,  the  work  on  this  _  .■  ] 

conlr.act  was  extri'iuely  tedious.  The  pipe  crossings  at 
(.Congress  and  Devonshire  streets  were  built  tlrst,  and  the 
pipes  and  duets  laid  across  liefore  proceeding  with  the  rest 
of  (he  work. 

Tuuiiif  at  the  Hmd  of  State  Street  Oiid  AJtenitions  and  '  ■    "  J 

Addition--  f"  the  Old  St'ite  Ihtu.se.  —  The  easterly  porticm  of  ■  , 

the   liasement   of  the   Old   f^talc' House,  about  31  feet  wide,  { 

nioasured  north  and  south,  and  50  feet  Uuiir,  shown  on  Plates  i 
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IS.'ind  14,  will  be  used  as  a  lobby  for  cntr.inccs,  ticket  pflices, 
an(l  exits  from  this  station  of  the  Tunnel.  The  entrances 
to  tlic  loliby  will  bo  from  the  northerly  and  southerly  side- 
walks of  tiic  Old  Stiito  House  and  the  exit  will  be  into  a 
poi-.allcd  arcade,  11  feet  wide,  which  will  serve  for  a  side- 
walk of  Devonshire  street.  A  stairway  of  thirty-three  steps 
will  lead  fi-om  the  northerly  side  of  the  lobby  to  the  west 
bound  platform  below,  and  a  similar  stairway  will  serve 
the  east  bound  platform. 

As  the  Tunnel  passes  under  the  Old  State  House,  and 
part  of  the  station  lies  beneath  it,  it  was  necessary'  to  give 
new  supjjorts  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  building.  Con- 
.  Crete  arches  and  girders  reinforced  with  steel  rods  are  used 
"■ '  iu  part  for  this  purpose.  That  under  the  easterly  wall  of 
the  building  is  3  feet  (hick  and  from  G  to  0  feet  deep.  The 
girder  is  supported  at  the  ends  upon  the  side  walls  and  at  • 
two  int(^rmcdiate  points  by  st<'ol  colunms.  Part  of  the 
southerly  wall  of  the  building  has  Ixxii  extended  down  in 
concrete  construction  3  tVet  tliick.  The  northerly  Mall  of 
the  building  rests  upon  the  roof  (>f  the  Tunnel.  The  floor  of 
the  room  over  the  station  lobby  wu<  raised  about  10  inches 
and  replaced  with  concrete  and  steel.  Various  ch.inges 
were  made  in  the  doors  and  windows,  but  the  original  ap- 
pearance of  the  building  was  changed  as  little  as  possible. 


Section  F  of  the  East  Boston  Tlnnel.  ~   > 

A  portion  of  the  northerly  ^ide  wall  of  the  Tunnel,  to- 
gether with  a  )iioc<«  (if  sewer,  was  built  (Xov.  ."),  ]ft02,  to 
Jan.  \'I,  1!"0;M  in  Court  street  in  front  of  the  Ames  Build- 
ing. Tlie  w:ill  constructed  is  about  112  feet  long  and  ex- 
tends from  about  opposite  the  westerly  end  of  the  building 
to  a  point  near  the  middle  of  Washington  street.  The  ex- 
cavation at  this  point  passed  within  1  or  2  feet  of  and  from  -"  - 
(J  to  8  feet  below  the  buildinjr  foundations.'  Owing  to  the 
great  height  and  weight  of  the  building,  and  the  uncertain 
nature  of  the  earth  underneath  and  around  it,  the  Commis- 
sion decided  to  do  the  work  at  this  point  by  day  labor, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer.  The  excavation  was  '• 
through  gravel  and  clay,  and  through  sand  containing  some 
water.  Trenches  1(5  feet  long  and  16  feet  apart  were  dug  to 
about  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the  building  foundation. 
Below  the  foundation  one-half  of  each  trench,  or  8  feet  in 
length  was    carried  down  to  grade.     The  bank  below  the 

•The  rha*i::eor  pl;iM-*I.y  nliirli  tlio  1"(nii.ot  U  ronnf**tf  il  u(  jr^iiJ^'  H-i:b  Itic  o]  t  Sut>.  '_,__' 
tray  al  scull.iy  miii:iit,  iii-irrnl  of  Uiir.'  urricil   iijuii'iht'iiib  ii    (sec  iisl'os  J  to  7),         ■• 
rriiiioml  itu"*..c  wnlU  *uiiiew  liJt  tuo  Ulh-ii.     'Jin'  Kuvcr  i^uiiiuu  will  be  Icfl  iu  aud  ihc  _    ,  "^ 

^^iU-i  will  ho  lidiicd  lo  ou  top  at  uiiich  a-  may  be  uocc?*ary.  ■  .  -    ,       .  ,    '  M 
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In  the  June  30,  1904  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commission  it  was  stated 
that  "two  bronze  tablets  have  been  prepared,  to  be  placed  in  the  passageway 
under  the  Old  State  House,  containing  the  following  inscriptions: 


1034 

Site 

or  VvBW:  MAaJC£T  Place 

1C57 

FinsT  Tows  HonsE 

BCHVT   1711  — BEBCILT    1713 

OCCCFIED  BT 

THS 

Gbeat  and  Genebai.  Cocbt 

AKD 

TB£ 

BOYAL    GOVERMOK8    CKDEK 

Geokgc  i-n-in 

1780 

John  IIamcock 

sicnee  of 

THE    DeCLAHATIOW    of    l!«DEPENDENCE 

VA8   HERE   IkACGUKATED 

FIR6T   GOVERXOR   OF 

tHE  COUMOSWEALTU   OK   MaBSACITDSETTS 

1780- -1708 

ocCLTiF.D  nr 

THE  General  Court 

1830- -1839 

BT    THE    ClTT    GOVERNMENT 


Possibly  intended  to  placate  those  concerned  with  the  historical  value  of 
the  Old  State  House,  these  plaques  can  be  seen  today  in  the  subway  entrance 
area. 

On  December  29,  1904,  the  Transit  Commission  and  the  president  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  signed  the  lease  transferring  the  East  Boston  Tunnel 

to  the  Elevated  Railway  Company  for  a  term  of  twenty- five  years.   The  next 

13 
day,  December  30,  the  formal  opening  to  public  traffic  took  place. 

Far  from  being  viewed  as  a  catastrophe  and  a  desecration  of  the  Old  State 
.House,  the  new  subway  station  is  actually  hailed  by  the  Washington  Post  in 
January,  1905,  as  "the  means  of  preserving  one  of  the  last  of  the  Puritan 
capital's  famous  historical  landmarks,  the  Old  State  House."  The  article 
continues  with  a  lengthy  exposition  on  Boston 's"remarkable  transportation 
system",  calling  it  "the  most  remarkable  network  of  transportation  lines  and 

terminals  in  the  United  States  and  probably  in  the  world,"  to  which  the 

14 
station  at  the  Old  State  House  "adds  a  new  interest." 


Quite  a  different  reaction  took  place,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  when  it  was 
announced  in  May  of  1905  that  the  west  end  of  the  Old  State  House,  the  base- 
ment and  first  floor  on  Washington  Street,  would  be  needed  for  a  station  for 
the  Washington  Street  tunnel.     Immediately  all  the  local  and  some  national 
historical  societies  went  into  action,  possibly  prodded  by  the  Bostonian  So- 
ciety who  was  faced  with  the  loss  of  much-needed  exhibit  space  and  who  also 
refused  to  tolerate  any  further  defacement  of  the  building  they  occupied.   It 
is  certain  that  the  Transit  Commission,  having  acquired  a  section  of  the  east 
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end  with  such  ease,  never  foresaw  such  a  hue  and  cry  as  this  latest  announce- 
ment arroused. 

By  spring  of  the  following  year,  the  dissenters  "numbered  in  the  thousands", 
including  Governor  Curtis  Guild  (who  had  been  so  calm  about  the  previous  sta- 
tion when  he  was  president  of  the  Bostonian  Society),  Mayor  John  E.  Fitzgerald, 
ex-mayor  Samuel  A.  Green  and  Major  Henry  L.  Higginson.   The  New  York  Sun  ex- 
claimed "Has  Boston  become  so  unspeakably  barbaric  as  to  permit  this  desecra- 
tion of  a  public  monument?" 

Chairman  of  the  Transit  Commission  George  G.  Crocker  stated  that  he  was  made 
to  feel  "like  a  culprit"  and  that  "his  Commission  did  not  merit  all  the  epi- 
thets of  vandalism  and  indifference  used  against  it."  After  reviewing  the 
history  of  the  building,  Crocker  said  that  "so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
discover, there  were  no  historic  connections  with  the  rooms  on  the  west  side." 

Before  long  such  forceful  public  and  political  pressure  was  effective  and  the 

Transit  Commission  abandoned  their  plan  to  install  a  new  subway  entrance  on 

18 
the  Washington  Street  side  of  the  Old  State  House. 

To  forestall  any  future  diversion  of  the  building  for  other  than  historical 

and  patriotic  purposes,  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  enacted  the  preser- 

19 
vation  law.  Chapter  385  of  the  Acts  of  1907.    See  page  12. 
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COMMONWEALTH   OF   MASSACHUSETTS 

ACTS    OF    1907 

Chap.  885.     An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Old 
Provincial  State  House  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Section  1.    The  old   provincial   state  house,   situated   in   the 
head  of  State  street  in  the  city  of  Boston,  shall  be  pre- 

■  served  as  an  historic  and  patriotic  memorial,  and  no 
encroachment  upon  or  alteration  of  said  building,  or 
use  of  same  for  business,  commercial  or  transit  purposes 

■  ■  shall  be  made  except  the  use  of  the  basement  under  the 

eastern  end  of  the  building  and  the  space  under  the 
western  end  and  beneath  the  basement  floor  for  transit 
purposes,  us  provided  by  the  Boston  transit  commission, 
and  said  commission  is  authorized  and  required  to  re- 
build said  basement  floor,  making  the  same  firejjroof, 
,  all  in  a  manner  approved  by  the  governor  of  the  Common- 
,  wealth  and  the  mayor  of  Boston:  provided,  that  no  en- 
trance or  stairway  to  the  tunnel  or  subway  adjacent 
to  said  building  shall  be  made  on  or  adjacent  to  the 
Washington  street  front  thereof,  and  no  part  of  the 
walls  of  said  old  state  house  above  the  grade  of  the 
sidewalk  shall  be  disturbed. 

Section  2.  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
city  of  Boston,  at  their  joint  expense,  under  the  direction 
of  the  governor  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  restore  ' 
the  said  old  state  house  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its  pro- 
vincial condition,  and  to  preserve  and  maintain  it  as  an 

f        historic  and  patriotic  memorial,  as  provided  in  section 

one  of  this  act.  ,  ■  - 


Section  3.   The  sum  of  seventy-five  hundred  dollars  may  be 
expended  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act:  provided,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  appropriates  an  equal  sum  for  the  same 
purpose. 
Section  J^.    The  supreme  judicial  court  shall  have  jurisdiction 
in  equity  upon  the  petition  of  tlie  governor,  the  mayor 
•     ;;   of  Boston,  or  of  ten  or  more  inhabitants  of  the  Common-  ; 
V       wealth  to  enjoin  and  restrain  any  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 
Section  5.   This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Approved  May  6,  1907. 
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2.  EVALUATION 

ARCHITECTURAL  SIGNIFICANCE 
by  Abbott  Lowell  Cummings 


The  Old  State  House,  first  erected  in  the  very  early  years  of  the  eighteenth 

century,  was  gutted  by  fire  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

It  was  rebuilt,  continued  to  serve  the  uses  of  the  Colonial  Government 

as  a  Town  House,  and  went  through  radical  modifications  during  the  early 

nineteenth  century:  by  the  post-Civil  War  period  it  had  acquired  a 

mansard  roof.   This  brief  historical  review  is  important  because  it 

demonstrates,  as  do  all  the  supporting  records  on  file,  that  by  the 

latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  building  preserved  little  or 

nothing  of  its  original  interior  trim.   In  the  1880' s  the  restoration 

was  projected  in  which  the  mansard  roof  was  removed  and  an  effort 

was  made  to  recreate  a  "Colonial  interior".   It  may  well  be  the  earliest 

formal  restoration  of  any  Colonial  building  in  New  England  and  is 

of  immense  importance  for  that  reason. 

A  modern  student  will  instantly  recognize  that  the  circular  staircase  is 
not  correct  in  a  strict  period  sense  and  one  will  also  note  that  some 
of  the  rather  heavy  and  attractive  woodwork  which  now  graces  the  Council 
Chambers  is  not  1007o  accurate  in  its  profiles.   However  -  and  this  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance  -  the  restoration  of  the  1880 's  by  now 
has  acquired  a  significance  and  importance  all  its  own.   If  the  build- 
ing were  to  be  re-restored  now  in  the  20th  century,  it  is  almost  certain 
that  one  would  find  only  the  barest  minimum  traces  of  what  had  existed 
after  the  fire  of  the  mid-lBth  century,  to  say  nothing  whatsoever  of 
the  pre-fire  period.   Therefore,  the  primary  recommendation  is  that  the 
Old  State  House  continue  to  maintain  its  present  status  as  a  building 
whose  walls  of  the  early  18th  century  are  relatively  intact,  and  whose 
other  exterior  features  and  interior  features  as  well,  represent  a 
first  and  fascinating  effort  on  the  part  of  New  England  to  restore  a 
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leading  public  monument.   The  detail  which  exists  withindoors  now, 
whether  entirely  correct  or  not,  will  have  increasing  value  and  interest 
as  the  years  go  forward. 

As  to  the  uses  for  the  building,  there  are  a  number  of  interesting 
observations  which  could  be  amplified  in  any  one  of  several  directions. 
As  it  seems  wise  for  the  Bostonian  Society  to  remain  as  the  principal 
tenant  of  the  building,  all  remarks  which  follow  are  more  or  less 
structured  along  the  lines  of  thinking  that  the  building  would  best 
serve  the  purposes  of  a  Museum  of  the  City  of  Boston  on  a  limited  scale. 
The  attic,  to  start  with  that  particular  element,  is  relatively  weather- 
tight  at  the  present  time.   The  Bostonian  Society  has  done  a  heroic  job 
of  cleaning  up  a  good  deal  of  the  mess  that  existed  there.   There  are 
excellent  facilities  for  storage  which  must,  however,  be  improved  with  better 
shelving,  better  lighting;  and  there  are  certain  problems  of  fire  detection/ 
protection  as  well. 

On  the  second  floor,  which  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  the  principal 
exhibition  floors,  the  arrangements  as  they  exist  today  can  be  vastly 
improved  upon  with  better  cases  and  better  lighting^  and  it  would  seem 
particularly  that  there  is  little  or  no  reason  to  maintain  a  semblance 
of  the  old  Council  Chamber  with  material  which  is  entirely  ersatz:  the 
chairs,  the  tables  give  only  a  very  improvised  impression  of  what 
such  a  room  may  have  looked  like.   And  without  any  of  the  original 
fittings,  and  without  a  great  deal  of  money  spent  to  reproduce  the 
18th  century  interior  arrangement,  about  which  no  one  today  has  any 
real  knowledge  whatsoever,  it  would  seem  far  wiser  to  use  that  area 
for  display  as  well.   The  small  rooms  around  the  great  central  stairwell 
are  admirably  suited  to  various  purposes,  either  for  display  (perhaps 
in  one  or  two  cases  revolving  exhibitions),  or  possible  for  some  cur- 
atorial services,  as  one  of  the  areas  serves  at  the  present  time. 

On  the  first  floor,  again  the  quality  of  the  exhibitions  could  be  vastly 
improved.   This  relates  particularly  to  the  west  end  of  the  building.   At 


A59 


the  east  end  there  is  an  interesting  structural  arrangement  where,  at 
a  relatively  modern  date  in  the  life  of  the  building,  the  floor  in  this 
area  was  raised  to  permit  head  room  for  the  subway  facilities  which 
exist  at  the  basement  level  there.   At  the  present  time  this  area  is 
occupied  as  a  library   and  office  of  the  Bostonian  Society  and  there  is 
probably  no  reason  why  this  would  not  continue  to  be  an  excellent  location 
for  that  facility. 

The  basement  faces  perhaps  the  most  interesting  range  of  possibilities 
despite  the  awkward  conditions  down  there  at  the  present  time;  there  are 
perhaps  a  few  structural  problems  as  well.   The  prime  asset  is  a  large 
adequate  space  at  the  basement  level,  particularly  at  the  west  end 
and  middle,  for  the  display  of  smaller  material  again  as  in  the  upper 
floors.   But  even  more  important  is  the  area  at  the  eastern  end  itself 
where  there  are  now  the  approaches  to  the  subway  below  and  also  an 
Interesting  walk-through  arrangement  at  the  very  end  of  the  building. 
This  area  could  be  made  a  facinating  display  area  for  larger  items. 
For  example,  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities 
has  owned  for  some  years  and  has  been  unable  to  display  a  fascinating 
Suffolk  County  Paddy  Wagon  of  the  1870' s,  an  extraordinary  and  wonderfully 
nostalgic  old  item  in  very  good  condition.   It  has  been  stored  for  many 
years  and  should  be  on  display  in  some  place  here  in  the  Boston  area  as 
a  museum  item  of  real  interest  to  the  more  recent  City's  past.   With  the 
head  room  in  this  subway  area,  it  might  be  possible  to  have  something 
of  this  nature  -  the  paddy  wagon,  or  perhaps  an  early  piece  of  fire 
fighting  apparatus,  if  such  can  be  found  around  the  City.   With  the 
proper  lighting  and  with  the  west  wall  of  the  walk-through  glazed  it 
might  make  a  most  interesting  way  of  exhibiting  this  material,  so  that 
even  the  casual  passerby,  without  going  into  the  building  (if  he  uses 
that  walkway  at  the  extreme  east  end  of  the  building),  will  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  this  rather  unusual  larger  display  material.   The 
point  being,  of  course,  again  that  there  is  no  reason  to  try  to  restore 
that  east  end  of  the  building  to  a  condition  which  indeed  did  have  walls 
during  the  late  eighteenth  century  as  prints  show,  but  which  would 
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simply  mask  basement  displays.   This  building  has  had  this  practical 
use  for  the  past  50  years;  it  is  in  a  sense  a  very  valid  part  of  the 
life  of  the  building;  and  surely  an  arrangement  such  as  the  one 
described  would  probably  have  a  more  exciting  relevance  for  the 
life  of  the  building  as  long  as  it  is  going  to  be  a  museum. 
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URBAN  SITUATION 
by  F.A.  Stahl,  AIA 


Urban  Situation/Background 

The  location  of  the  Old  State  House  has  been  of  the  highest  significance 
since  the  founding  of  the  City.   Prior  to  the  City's  extension  into  the 
South  End  and  Back  Bay,  and,  later  into  the  suburban  developments  beyond, 
this  building  signalized  a  very  real  focal  point  in  the  functioning 
of  this  City  as  a  whole. 

At  that  time  residential  and  commercial  districts  were  not  as  clearly 
differentiated  as  they  are  today,  and  every  type  and  variety  of  residen- 
tial and  mercantile  use  was  found  within  easy  walking  distance  of  the 
center  of  the  community.   This  center  was  by  tradition  and  use  the  Old 
State  House,  standing  squarely  at  the  head  of  the  principal  commercial 
street  leading  to  the  focal  point  of  an  international  water-borne  com- 
merce. 

Despite  massive  topographic  changes  and  the  impact  of  urban  sprawl  upon 
this  metropolis,  the  symbolic  center  of  the  old  city  has  remained  com- 
pellingly  strong.   Successive  waves  of  prosperity,  development  and  new 
enterprise  have  caused  the  reconstruction  of  the  entire  immediate 
district  on  a  number  of  occasions;  nonetheless,  the  foremost  commercial 
and  financial  institutions  of  successive  generations  have  looked  upon 
this  building  and  its  neighborhood  as  a  guarantee  of  stability  and  high 
prestige.   State  Street,  Congress  Street,  and  Devonshire  Street  in  this 
area  have  never  suffered  a  significant  loss  of  reputation,  and  these 
strong  traditional  attachments  have  served  to  stabilize  this  neighbor- 
hood while  others  in  the  old  city  have  undergone  remarkable  shifts 
of  fortune. 

Early  maps  show  that  State  Street  was  planned  as  an  ample  thoroughfare 
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capable  of  sustaining  a  high  level  of  commercial  activity;  it  was,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  widest  streets  in  the  old  city.   Early  views  (1830' s) 
convey  a  feeling  of  the  dignity  of  this  broad  street  lined  with  three 
and  four-story  buildings  of  the  highest  quality,  and  of  the  importance 
of  the  siting  of  the  Old  State  House  with  its  principal  facade  firmly 
closing  the  street  and  forming,  at  that  time,  one  end  of  a  civic 
composition  of  real  significance. 

The  Old  State  House  and  its  immediate  surroundings  with  which  we  have 
been  familiar  in  the  recent  past  derive  from  the  period  between  the 
Civil  War  and  World  War  I;  principally,  the  Edwardian  boom  in  building. 
The  more  or  less  uniform  twelve-story  height  achieved  during  this  period 
had  the  result  of  altering  the  relationship  of  buildings  and  street  to 
such  a  degree  that  what  was  once  a  broad  prospect  became  a  narrow  canyon. 
The  Old  State  House  itself,  after  the  restoration  of  1882,  was  the  only 
link  with  a  city  scale,  seaport  commerce  and  way  of  life  which  had  passed, 
On  the  other  hand,  the  uniform  cornice  lines,  textures,  and  fenestration 
patterns  of  the  district  as  it  existed  until  the  advent  of  the  Government 
Center  construction  served  to  maintain  a  unity  and  consistency  of  form, 
materials  and  textures  remarkably  rare  in  American  cities. 


Urban  Situation/Present 

The  traditional  center  of  gravity  provided  by  the  Old  State  House  has 
served,  again,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  development  of  another  generation 
of  commercial  enterprises  and  structures.   As  matters  now  stand,  a  new 
set  of  relationships  has  been  created  by  the  construction  of  the  Merchants 
Bank  Building  and  the  Boston  Company  Building  to  the  north  and  west, 
respectively.   The  retention  of  H.H.  Richardson's  superb  Ames  Building, 
and  the  sensitive  rebuilding  (One  Washington  Mall)  of  the  block  of 
which  it  forms  a  salient  corner,  serve  to  maintian  elements  of  the  late 
Nineteenth  Century  scale  in  the  context  of  an  emerging  high-rise  situation. 
It  is  my  belief  that  Washington  Mall  with  its  intimate  scale  of  open  space 
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and  contrasting  scales  of  development,  provided  with  effective  visual 
closure  by  the  Old  State  House  at  the  South  and  the  new  City  Hall  at  the 
North,  will  prove  a  great  success.   It  appears  to  provide  the  traditional 
Boston  virtues  of  pedestrian  protection,  intimate  relationships  of  strong 
buildings,  and  a  focusing  of  activity.   The  planted  plaza  between  the 
Merchants  Bank  Building  and  the  Old  State  House  is  of  questionable  validity; 
despite  the  height  of  new  construction,  all  sense  of  intimacy  has  been  lost 
and  a  quite  inappropriately  "suburban"  landscape  quality  has  been  intro- 
duced.  This  situation  in  conjunction  with  the  large  opening  now  provided 
for  Congress  Street  will  tend  to  create  an  inhospitable  microclimate  for 
pedestrians  and  ground  level  activities,  and  considerably  weakens  the 
architectural  framework  of  the  older  buildings. 


Urban  Situation/Future 

It  is  virtually  certain  that  new  large  scale  high  rise  development  will 
take  place  in  the  block  bounded  by  New  Congress  Street,  State  Street, 
Merchants  Row  and  Dock  Square;  one  could  hardly  find  a  more  sensitive 
site  requiring  a  more  thoughtful  resolution  of  the  qualities  of  the 
adjacent  historic  buildings  and  spaces  and  the  requirements  of  the 
current  mode  of  high  rise  development.   Design  submissions  to  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  by  Marcel  Breuer  on  behalf  of  Cabot,  Cabot  and 
Forbes  for  a  building  of  some  1,000,000  +  square  feet  show  some  promise 
of  reconciling  these  relationships.   A  truly  successful  design  for  this 
location  will  serve  to  minimize  the  potential  loss  of  the  traditional 
environmental  qualities  of  the  area. 

Of  itself,  however,  this  achievement  will  not  be  sufficient.   We  believe 
that  State  Street  and  the  immediate  district  of  the  Old  State  House  with 
the  unique  adjacent  neighborhoods  of  New  City  Hall,  Dock  Square,  the 
Market  District,  and  the  Custom  House  District,  require  a  sophisticated 
level  of  environmental  planning  to  ensure  the  maintenance  and  enhancement 
of  traditional  qualities  of  attractiveness  for  pedestrians  in  the  area. 
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Such  planning  would  call  for  preservation  of  additional  structures  which 
adequately  represent  the  Edwardian  elegance  of  the  area,  while  identifying 
a  large  potential  for  suitable  new  construction  which  would  serve  to 
unify  the  unique  surrounding  districts  and  form  a  substantial  area  of 
buildings  and  open  spaces  unmatched  in  any  American  city  today. 

These  concerns  may  seem  somewhat  unrelated  to  the  issues  of  use  and 
preservation  of  a  specific  historic  structure;  on  the  other  hand,  lavish 
expenditure  of  money,  time  and  effort  on  individual  buildings  will 
show  very  small  return  if  the  fabric  of  the  district  shows  increasing 
hostility  to  pedestrian  activities  and  is  permitted  to  develop  a 
chaotic  and  unresolved  character  in  which  the  monument  becomes  a 
curiosity. 


Urban  Situation/Recommendations 

We  therefore  tecommend  that  concurrent  with  actions  which  may  be  taken 
to  improve  and  enhance  the  ability  of  individual  buildings  in  City 
ownership  to  contribute  to  the  wellbeing  of  the  general  public,  con- 
crete steps  be  taken  to  ensure  that  environmental  quality  and  consis- 
tency is  maintained  throughout.   To  this  end  we  would  recommend  a  task 
force  similar  in  nature  to  that  presently  considering  similar  problems 
of  new  development  in  the  Back  Bay.   This  group  would  coordinate  with 
B.R.A.  Urban  Design  Staff  and  civic  leadership  in  the  district  to 
ensure  a  meaningful  future  for  the  City's  distinguished  building,  street 
and  neighborhood. 
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3.    VISUAL  DOCUMENTATION 
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OLD  STATE  HOUSE 


ROOM  SCHEDULE 


1.   Basement 


A)  Subway  Entrance 

B)  Store  Room 

C)  Store  Room 

D)  Store  Room 

E)  Engineer's  Room 


2.      First  Floor 


A)  Robert  Keayne  Hall   -   Ship  Display 

B)  Whitmore  Hall   -  Display 

C)  Library 

D)  Secretary' s  Office 


3,   Second  Floor 


4.  Attic 


A) 

Representatives  Hall 

B) 

Display 

C) 

tt 

D) 

II 

E) 

II 

F) 

Council  Chamber 

A) 

Storage 

B) 

II 
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LIST  OF  AVAILABLE  DRAWINGS 


Specifications 


Repair  of  Roof  and  Tower 


1931 


Blue  Print 


Tracing 
Tracing 
Blueprint 


Ground  Floor  Plan 

First  Floor  Plan 

Second  Floor  Plan 

Attic  Floor 

West  Elevation 

East  Elevation 

East  Elevation 

Tower  Elevation  & 
Details 

Entrance  Details  - 
State  Street 

Entrance  Details  - 
Wash.  Street 

Council  Chamber  Elevations 

Interior  Details 


Plot  Plan 


Balcony  Balustrade 


Council  Chamber-Elev. 
&  Details 


#1 

1932 

l/4"=l'-0" 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

#6 

#8 

3/4"=l'-0" 

#9 

Scale  Varies 

#10 

II 

#11 

II 

#12 

II 

#13 

II 

#14 

II 

#15 

II 

#16 

II 

#17 

II 

#18 

II 

1935 

l"=10'-0" 

1935 


l"=l'-0" 


1942/43    Scale  Varies 


Blueprint 
Blueprint 


E.  &  W.  Elevations  & 
Details 

Chimney  Details 


1956 


1956 


l/4"=l'-0" 


1/4"=1'=0" 
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4.  SHORT  TERM  RECOr-H-lENDATIONS 


by  James  H.  Ballou,  AIA 


INTRODUCTION:  - 

In  making  a  study  of  immediate  short  term  needs  of  the  Old  State 
House,  the  following  recommendations  are  kept  in  mind: 

a)  Interior:  requires  no  immediate  major  alterations  on  the 
structure  of  the  building. 

b)  Use:   The  building's  use  in  the  foreseeable  future  is  to  remain 
the  same;  that  is,  to  house  and  display  the  collections  of  the  Bostonian 
Society o 

c)  ■  The  present  MBTA  station  must  be  accepted  for  the  time  being 
with  some  future  alteration  and  possible  elmination  of  the  station 
along  with  the  development  of  -the  MBTA  line  as  a  whole. 

(See  East  Boston  Tunnel  Historical  Report  in  Historical  Report) . 


CRITERIA  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS:         ■  ' 

Public  Safety:  Several  inadequacies  are  apparent: 

a)  Stairs  -  The  main  spiral  staircase  from  the- first  to  the 
second  floor  is  flexible;  suffers  fr.om  vibrations  due  to  heavy  use; 
and  is  in  need  of  complete  inspection  and  general  strengthening.   The 
second  floor  landing  sags  and  is  likewise  in  iieed  of  strengthening. 
(See  LeMessurier  Assoc,  Inc.  letter  attached). 

b)  Emergency  lighting  -  If  the  building  is  to  be  used  at  night, 
emergency  lighting  to  permit  evacuation  in  event  of  power  failure  should 
be  installed. 

(See  Herosy  Associates,  Inc.  letter  attached). 

c)  Wiring  -  Existing  wiring  is  inadequate.   Minimal  outlets  provide 
little  flexibility  for  display  and  convenience.   Wiring  is  older  that 
generally  is  considered  safe  but  could  be  retained  with  new  branch 
circuit  V7iring  until  major  changes  v^arrant  replacement  of  the  entire  system. 
(See  Herosy  Associates,  Inc.,  letter  attached). 
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d)  Heating  -  The  low  pressure  steam  system  is  inadequate  and 
archaic;  the  boiler  a  potential  hazard.   A  solution  to  the  elimination 
of  the  boiler  problem  would  be  to  tap  the  Edison  steam  lines  in  the  street 
pending  installation  of  a  new  system  of  heating,  ventilating,  and 
plumbing  in  the  future. 
(See  Progressive  Consulting  Eng.,  Inc.,  letter  attached). 

Fire  Protection:   Pressing  needs  for  a  fire  protection  detection 
system  include: 

a)  Alarm  -  A  verj'  old  pneumatic  and  manual  fire  alarm  system  in 
questionable  condition  should  be  thoroughly  tested  and  faulty  equipment 
replaced „ 

b)  Detection  -  Valuable  objects  in  the  building  should  be 
protected  by  an  efficient  early  detection  system. 

(See  Herosy  &  Associates,  Inc.,  letter  attached). 

Security:   is  regarded  as  adequate  by  owner  but  not  by  occupants. 
Further  investigation  to  ascertain  needs  for  proper  security  of  contents 
with  reference  to  locking  and  alarm  devices  is  recommended. 
(See  Harriet  Cabot  notes  attached) . 

Structural  Stability:  No  immediate  concern  for  the  overall  structure. 
Items  requiring  attention  are: 

a)  Staircase  -  Vibration  and  sagging  as  described  above  must  be 
remedied. 

b)  MBTA  -  It  would  be  advisable  to  investigate  structural  problems 
possible  connected  with  vibrations  caused  by  the  MBTA  under. 

(See  LeMessurier  and  Associates,  Inc.,  letter  attached). 

Weather  Protection  and  Preventative  Maintenance: 
Minor  maintenance  required  presently  is: 

a)  Scrape,  prime,  and  repaint  all  exterjor  wood  surfaces. 

b)  Repoint  exterior  masonry  as  required. 

c)  Repair  roof 

(See   R.Mo    Martin  &  Co.,    Inc.,    letter   attached). 
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Plumbing:   The  present  archaic,  deteriorating  plumbing  system 
presents  somewhat  of  a  hazard  to  the  contents  of  the  building  and 
should  be  replaced. 
(See  Herosy  Associates,  inc.,  letter  attached). 

Contents:   Valuable  collection  warrants  the  following  recommendations: 

a)  Make  a  complete  appraisal  of  the  contents  of  the  building. 

b)  Catalogue  and  label  all  items  of  value  and  of  historic  or 
architectural  importance. 

c)  Determine  the  ownership  and  source  of  all  contents. 

d)  Remove  contents  stored  in  the  top  floor  (attic)  to  a  new 
fireproof  storage  space. 

Possible  storage  areas  include: 

Boston  Public  Library 

Old  City  Hall  Annex  basement 

Other  -  some  new  storage  facility. 


SCOPE  OF  RECOMMENDED  WORK  AND  BUDGET: 

A  summary  of  immediate  work  to  be  done  includes: 

Electrical:   (See  Herosy  Associates,  inc.,  letter  attached). 

a)  Wiring  -  The  nature  and  cost  of  short  term  electrical  alterations 
depend  on  the  clients'  desire  to  extend  existing  service.   No  cost  if 

no  improvements  are  made  immediately.. 

b)  Fire  Protection  -  Thorough  testing  of  the  fire  alarm  system 
with  replacement  of  faulty  equipment.  $  1,000.00 

c)  Emergency  lighting  3,000.00 

Total     $  4,000.00 
Structural:   (See  R.M.Martin  letter  attached) . 

a)  Rebuild  and  reinforce  main  staircase. 

b)  Reframe  second  floor  landing. 

c)  Patch  and  paint  work  damaged  surfaces. 

d)  Repoint  exterior  masonry  as  required.  $16,000.00 
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Mechanical:   Immediate  scope  of  v7ork: 

a)  Heating  -  Elimination  of  the  boiler  and  utilization  of  Edison 
heat  from  steam  lines  in  the  streets.  $3,807.00 

b)  Plumbing  -  Existing  system  to  be  replaced.  $5,000.00 


COST  ESTIMATE 

Old  State  House: 

Exterior  repairs  6c  Interior  Work  $16,000.00 

Fire  Alarm  System  1,000.00 

Lighting  Emergency  3,000.00 

Plumbing  5,000.00 

Removal  of  Boiler  -  Allow  $1,000.00 

Connection  of  Edison  Steam  $2,807.00  3,807.00 

Total  $  28,807 oOO 

*  A  &  E  Fees  012. 57o           ■  3,600.00 

Contingency  (3  107,  Estimated  Cost  2,880.00 

Grand  Total  $  35,287,00 


*   Subject    to  detailed   proposals    from  qualified  mechanical   engineering    firm. 
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HEROSY,  LOTTERO  &  MASON  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

L^onsdlting  Ibngtneers 

120   BOYLSTON   STREET    •    BOSTON,   MASS.   02116 

617  -  423-7370 

)SEPH  V.  HEROSY,  P.  E.  ■  ENGINEERING 

LFRED  E.  LOTTERO,  P.  E.  DESIGN  AND  REPORTS 

LYN  A.  MASON,  P.  E.  . 


JOHN  D.  DeVEUVE 


September  5,  1969 


F.  A.STahl  Associates-Architectural  Heritage 

South  Market  Street 

Fanuei  I  Hall  Market  Building 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Attention:  Mr.  James  H.  Ballou 

Gentlemen: 

RE:  Old  State  House 
State  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

The  following  is  our  impressions  of  the  electrical  systems,  based  on  a  visit 
to  the  building  on  August  20,  1969.         .  , 

A.   Existing  Condition 

1.  The  electric  service  is  115/230  volts,  single  phase,  three  wires. 
Service  size  is  adequate  for  present  wiring  system  and  building  use. 

2.  Except  for  isolated  cases,  the  wiring  throughout  the  building  appears 
to  be  old,  beyond  v/hat  is  normally  considered  a  useful  and  safe  age. 
There  is  a  minimum  of  wiring  provided,  to  a  very  few  convenience  outlets 
and  to  an  inadequate  amount  of  lighting. 

3.  There  is  an  automatic  and  manual  fire  alarm  system.  This  system  appears 
to  be  a  pneumatic  type  of  system  and  is  very  old.   It  is  questionable 
whether  the  automatic  stations  are  now  in  proper  operating  condition. 
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F.  A.  Stahl  Associates 
Architectural  Heritage 

Page  2. 

September  5,  1959 


B.  Short  Term  Recommendations 

1.  Existing  wiring  system  could  be  retained,  if  the  building  is  not 
structurally  altered.   However,  the  lighting  is  very  poor,  generally 
lacking  in  appearance  and  in  effectiveness.  Convenience  outlets  for 
cleaning,  display  lighting,  etc.,  are  practically  non-exi stant.  Any 
improvements  planned  should  include  new  branch  circuit  wiring  to  new 
and  effective  lighting  and  convenience  outlets.  This  may  also  require 
an  increase  In  the  service  capacity. 

2.  The  fire  alarm  system  should  be  thoroughly  tested  and  all  faulty 
automatic  and  manual  equipment  replaced.  An  efficient  early  detection 
fire  alarm  system  Is  a  necessity  for  the  protection  of  the  valuable 
objects  in  the  building. 

C.  Long  Term  Recommendations 

1.  The  entire  electrical  wiring  system  should  be  replaced. 

2.  The  electric  service  should  be  increased  to  present  day  standards, 
including  additional  capacity  to  accommodate  air  conditioning. 

3.  Branch  circuit  wiring,  lighting  fixtures  and  devices  should  be  replaced. 
Convenience  outlets  should  be  provided  for  cleaning,  displays,  etc. 

New  lighting  should  be  carefully  planned  to  provide  adequate  display 
lighting.   This  should  be  done  in  an  integrated  and  Inconspicuous  manner, 
compatible  both  historically  and  architecturally  to  the  period  to  which 
the  building  is  restored. 

4.  The  fire  alarm  system  should  be  replaced  with  a  new,  supervised,  system, 
providing  automatic  heat  detection  throughout  as  a  minimum  requirement. 
Since  the  building  is  city  owned  and  a. national  historic  landmark,  this 
building  should  be  eligible  for  direct  connection  to  the  Etoston  Fire 
Department  municipal  system.    In  view  of  the  valuable  articles  housed  In 
the  building  the  system  should  be  expanded  to  provide  automatic  gas  or 


F.  A.  Stahl  Associates 
Architectural  Heritage 

Page  3. 

September  5,  1959 


smol^e  detection,  as  well  as  heat  detection,  for  the  earliest  possible 
a  lartTic 

5.  If  this  building  is  to  be  open  to  the  public  evenings,  or  other  periods, 
of  darkness,  emergency  lighting  should  be  provided. 

D.   Preliminary  Cost  Summary 

1 .  Short  Term  Recommendations: 

The  cost  for  the  short  term  recommendations  would  vary  to  such  a  great 
extent,  that  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  an  amount.  This  would  require 
further  investigation  and  some  determination  of  the  extent  of  I ighti ng,etc. 

2.  Long  Term  Recommendations: 

a.  New  electric  service,  branch  circuit  wiring,  lighting. $37,500.00 

b.  New  fire  alarm  system. 

(a)  City  connected,  heat  detection  Only  $3,500.00 

(b)  Add  for  gas/smoke  detection 2,000.00 

total  :  5,500.00 

c.  .Emergency  lighting 3,000.00 

total  :  $46,000.00 


Yours  truly. 


-Ooseph  V.  Heresy 
JVH/mo 


■* 


HEROSY  ASSOCIATES,  IMC. 

Con^uLiLncj  E.nairu.E.ii. 

MARK   128   OFFICE    PARK 
140  Vv'OOD  ROAD  -  BRAINTREE,  MASS.  02184 

617-S4S-4321 

ENGINEERING 

;SEPH    V.    HEROSY,   P.  E.  DESIGN  AND  REPORTS 

I 


February  20,  1970 


Architectural  Heritage  -  F.  A.  Stah  I  Associates 

South  llarket  Street 

Faneuii  Hail  llarket  Building 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Attention:   Mr.  James  Ballou 

Gentlemen: 

RE:  Old  State  House 
State  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Enclosed  is  a  report  of  existing  conditions,  short 
term  recommendations  and  budget  for  electrical  work, 
based  on  our  impressions  of  the  electrical  systems 
during  our  visit  to  the  building  on  August  20,  1969. 

Yours  truly, 

J 

yt^Ll^  v.  ^a 

Joseph  V.  Heresy 


JVH: Ic 


HEROSy  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 

(Ion.i.uLtinq   ^nainss:z^ 

MARK  128    OFFICE    PARK 

140  WOOD  ROAD  -  BRAINTREE,  MASS.  02184 

617-848-4321 

ENGINEERING 
jePH   V.  HEROSY,   P.  E  DESIGN  AND  REPORTS 


ELECTRICAL  REPORT 

RE:   Old  State  House 
State  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

A.  Existing  Conditions 

!.   The  electric  service  is  115/230  volts,  single  phase,  three 

wires.   Service  size  is  adequate  for  present  wiring  system  and 
bui  idi  ng  use. 

2.  Except  for  isolated  cases,  the  wiring  throughout  the  building 
appears  to  be  old,  beyond  what  is  normally  considered  a  useful 
and  safe  age.  There  is  a  minimum  of  wiring  provided,  to  a 
very  few  convenience  outlets  and  to  an  inadequate  amount  of 

I ighti  ng. 

3.  There  is  an  automatic  and  manual  fire  alarm  system.  This 
system  apoears  to  be  a  pneumatic  type  of  system  and  is  very 
old.   It  is  nuestionable  whether  the  automatic  stations  are 
now  in  proper  operating  condition. 

4.  There  is  no  emergency  lighting. 

5.  Regulations:   Left  undistrubed,  the  present  wiring  system 
couTcTTe^Tetal  ned.  Once  the  building  is  renovated,  the  laws 
will  require  that  this  wiring  system  be  brought  up  to  code  ■ 
mi  nimum. 

B .  Short  Term  Recommendations 

(.   Existing  wiring  system  could  be  retained,  if  the  building 

interior  is  left  essentially  undisturbed.  However,  the  light- 
ing is  very  poor,  generally  lacking  in  appearance  and  in 
effectiveness.  Convenience  outlets  for  cleaning,  display 
lighting,  etc.,  are  practically  non-existant.  Any  improve- 
ments Planned  should  include  new  branch  circuit  wiring  to  new 
and  effective  lighting  and  convenience  outlets.   This  may  also 
require  an  increase  in  the  service  capacity. 

2.   The  fire  alarm  system  should  be  thoroughly  tested  and  all 

faulty  automatic  and  manual  equipment  replaced.  An  efficient 
early  detection  fire  alarm  system  is  a  necessity  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  valuable  objects  in  the  building. 


I 


Electric  Report 
Old  State  House 
Page  2 


Emerqency  lighting  throughout  to  permit  evacuation  of  the 
buildina  in  the  event  of  an  electric  power  failure.   Emergency 
lighting  source  to  be  5  volt,  nickel-cadmium  battery  units 
vyith  remote  ceiling  recessed  light  fixtures. 


lEPH   V.   HEROSY,  P.  E. 


HEROSY  ASSOCIATES, 

(2on.6.uLtLiiq   StiaLns-EXi. 

MARK  128   OFFICE   PARK 

MO  WOOD  ROAD  -  BRAINTREE,  MASS.  02184 

617-848-4321 


ENGINEERING 
DESIGN  AND  REPORTS 


ELECTRICAL  BUDGET 

R£:   Old  State  House 
State  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 

I.   Electrical  wiring.  None,  if  no  improvei^ients  are 
made. 


2.  Fire  Alarm  System 

3.  Emergency  Liahting 
Total 


S  1,000.00 

3,000.00 
$  4,000.00 


■    If 


1033  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02138 


(617)  868-1200 


12  February  1970 


P.  A.  Stahl,  Inc. /Architectural  Heritage ^  Inc. 
177  Milk  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Attention:   Mr.  J.  Ballou 

Re:   Old  State  House  -  Job  No.  76o8 

Suminary  of  Investigations  (V/alk-through  Inspection 
''''^'      Inspection  of  Circular  Stair  and 


-   Aug.'  20,    1969:      ^..^y. 

2nd.  floor  Lobby  -  Oct 


27,  1969) 


Gentlemen : 


Observations 


Basement  and  first  floor  appear  solid 
damage.  Some  deflection  of  the  floor 
floor  landing  of  the  circular  stair. 


No  signs  of 
noticeable  at 


distress  or 
the  first 


Second  floor  appears  generally  level  except  for  sagging  of  floor 
at  2nd.  floor  stair  landing.   Circular  stair  itself  is  somewhat 
flexible.   The  stair  construction  appears  to  be  a  trussed,  torsion- 
resistant  box  I'jith  glued  and  nailed  Joints.,   The  wood  and  connections 
exposed  in  the  basem.ent  run  appear  to  be  good.   It  can  be  expected 
that  the  stair  from  the  first  to  second  floor  requires  strengthening. 

Street  and  subvjay  tunnel  vibrations  are  quite  noticeable  around  the 
circular  stair  opening.   Plaster  cracks  are  visible  in  partitions 
adjoining  the  2nd.  floor  stair  lobby  and  run  diagonally  dovm  fron 
the  2nd.  floor  ceiling  towards  the  lobby.   There  are  also  vertical 
plaster  cracks  at  the  South  side  brick  piers  adjacent  to  the  lobby 
and  over  the  windovis  at  the  East  end  of  the  building.   We  under- 
stand that  the  lobby  partition  cracks  have  been  patched  and  have 
re-appeared. 

The  top  hearing  plates  for  the  hang:er  rods  supporting  the  second 
floor  lobby  appear  to  be  under  no  distress.   Condition  of  the 
bottom  connections  of  the  hanger  rods  would  require  extensive 
removal  of  oartitions  and  cornices  in  the  first  story. 


Some 


the  construction  vjas  exposed  at  the  hanger 
the  framing  appears  satisfactory. 


'h'  and  the 


of 
condition  of 


William  J,  LeMessurier         William  L.  Thoon        Emil  C.  Hervol        John  E.  Brennan 

Konnelh  B.  Wiesner       Juris  D.  Anderson       Jamos  McCuno       Hans  V^/illiam  Hfigon      Dana  P.  Boach        Robert  V.  Minchollo       Marjorio  A.  Lringenlhal 


Re:   Old  State  House 
February  12,  1970 
Page  2 

The  floor  along  the  second  floor  circular  lobby  ^^falls  appears 

reasonably  level  v;ith  a  prounced  sag  toward  the  stair  opening  at 

the  landing  side.   Deflection  is  in  the  range  of  1  3/^"  at  the  center 
line  of  the  opening. 

The  second  floor  is  generally  supported  over  a  central  row  of 
columns.   The  3rd.  floor  is  supported  on  the  bottom  chord  of  a  King 
post  truss  system  v/hich  also  supports  the  ceiling  of  the  3rd  floor. 

The  3rd  floor  shovjs  a  minimum  of  plaster  cracks  but  does  show 
evidence  of  roof  leaks  in  the  form  of  peeling  of  plaster  and  paint. 

The  tower  construction  appears  to  be  old  and  worn  but  reasonably 
solid. 

At  exterior  vjalls  of  the  building  there  are  cracks  through  the 
first  and  second  windows  at  the  South  side  of  the  VJest  end,  and 
at  both  the  North  and  South  sides  at  the  East  end. 

Recommendations 

Plaster  should  be  removed  from  the  soffit  of  the  circular  stair, 
complete  inspection  of  all  joints  and  members  made  and  all  weakened 
or  damaged  joints,  members  and  supports  reinforced  and  re-fastened  as 
required. 

The  structure  of  the  second  floor  lobby  framing  should  be 
exposed  and  reinforced  as  necessary  to  correct  any  damage  and  the 
excessive  deflection.   Most  likely  this  will  require  strengthening 
of  the  headers  and  framing  on  the  second  floor  landing  side  of  the 
opening. 

A  possible  reason  for  the  plaster  cracks  in  the  circular  lobby  v;all5 
m,ay  be  the  difference  in  the  stiffnesses  between  the  trussed  roof 
framinrc  and  the  first  and  second  floor  framing.   To  determine  the 
condition  of  the  framing,  plaster  should  be  stripped  from  the 
partitions.   Should  the  differential  deflections  be  the  cause  of 
the  cracking,  the  partitions  might  then  be  separated  from  one  of 
the  floors. 
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Isseoiates,  luc 


Re:   Old  State  House 
February  12,  1970 
Pan;e  3 


Condition  of  the  roof  decking  and  roof  trusses  especially  where 
they  may  have  been  affected  by  roof 'leaks j  should  be  checked. 

A-  record  of  the  behaviour  of  the  cracks  in  the  exterior  walls  should 
be  kept ,  ■  ' 

Very  truly  yours,  .  ' 


LeriESSURIER   ASSOCIATES,    INC, 


Km*  J 


Juris/^D.  Anderson 
JDA  :Wg 
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;ressi\e  consulting  engineers  lnc. 


Room   406 

TELEPHONE   876-1143  UPOXl-SXOi 

238    MAIN   STREET 
CAMBRIDGE.    MASS. 


MECHANICAL    REPORT 

Old   State  House 
August    21,    1969 

1.  PURPOSE    &   SCOPE 

The  purpose  of  this  survey  is  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  re-habilitating  the  mechanical  systems 
of  the  Old  State  House,  and  to  evaluate  their  condition 

The  scope  of  this  portion  of  the  survey  deals 
V7ith  the  Heating,  Ventilating,  Air  Conditioning  and 
Plumbing  systems  only.  '.  ■ 

2.  EXISTING  HEATING  SYSTEM 

The  existing  heating  system  is  a  low  pressure 
steam  system  that  appears  to  have  been  installed  in 
1910,  and  was  originally  coal  fired. 

This  steam  system  is  apparently  a  result  of  minor 
renovations,  as  pipes  are  exposed  in  most  areas. 
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EXISTING  HEATING  SYSTEM   continued 

Some  of  the  original  piping  is  furred  in  the 
walls  and  ceilings,  and  there  is  no  way  of  determining 
it's  present  condition.   However,  it's  age  alone  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  leaks  might  be  expected  in  the 
near  future.   Especially  in  the  case  of  the  older 
furred-in  pipes. 

The  cast-iron  radiators  would  probably  last  for 
several  more  years.   That  is,  if  one  could  tolerate 
their  overheating/underheating   nature. 

CONCLUSION:    This  type  of  heating  system  was 
designed  to  compete  with  fireplaces,  and  has  no  place 
in  a  modern  building  occupied  by  people  who  become 
less  tolerant  every  year,  of  wide  temperature  varia- 
tions. 

The  presence  of  a  boiler  (a  potential  bom-b)  and 
old  leaky  pipes  in  a  building  that  houses  the  City 
of  Boston's  Treasure  leaves  the  writer  very  uneasy. 
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3 .    VENTILATION 

Ventilation  is  practically  non-existant  in  tliis 
building.   Unless,  of  course,  one  is  willing  to  open 
the  huge,  double  hung  windows.   And  admit  the  traffic 
noise,  dust,  and  wind-blown  papers. 

This,  like  the  heating  system,  is  totally  anaccept- 
able  to  the  sophisticated  occupant. 

4'.    PLUMBING 

The  bulk  of  the  existing  plumbing  system  is  pre- 
World  VJar  II;   particularly  the  water  piping  buried 
in  the  walls.   Many  of  these  pipes  show  serious  signs 
of  decay,  and  leaks.   A  bad  leak  in  this  system  is 
quite  possible,  and  could  ruin  plaster,  and  valuable 
art  treasures. 

This  system  should  be  replaced,  in  it's  entirety. 

5.    PROPOSED  HEATING,  VENTILATING  AND  AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM 

It  is  our  opinion  that  to  be  a  first  or  second 
class  building  with  a  future,  the  system  responsible 
for  the  building  environment  must  be  able  to  provide: 
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5.    PROPOSED  HEATING,  VENTILATING  AND  AIR  CONDITIONING 
SYSTEM    continued 


1.  Even  heating  thru-out  marginal  v/eather, 
where  one  area  requires  heating,  and  another 
does  not. 

2.  Adequate  ventilation  without  drafts,  or 
open  windows , 

3.  Cooling  for  interior  and  exterior  spaces 
without  the  imposition  of  windov;  type  units 
on  the  facade. 

4.  Dust-free  Air. 

5.  Humidity  Control. 

6.    SPECIFIC  PROPOSALS 

We  propose  a  Multi-zone  Air  Conditioning  Unit 
located  in  the  attic,  with  exposed  ducts  running  along 
the  outside  walls  of  the  attic,  and  dropping  along 
the  interior  surface  of  the  second  floor  walls  to  the 
ceiling  of  the  first  floor. 

The  -multi-zone  machine  would  utilize  Edison  Steam 
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6.    SPECIFIC  PROPOSi^iLS    continued 

for  a  heat  source  (assuming  steam  lines  are  available  ■ 
in  a  near-by  street) . 

The  condenser  portion  of  the  machine  will  have 
to  sit  in  an  air  well  in  the  attic.   This  will  necess- 
itate a  hole  in  the  roof  which  will  be  approximately 
6  feet  square .        . 

ALTERNATE 

The  best  possible  solution  to  the  heating-cooling 
plant  could  be  obtained  by  an  agreement  to  purchase 
chilled  and  hot  water  from  the  plant  in  the  new  building 
of  the.  New  England  Merchants  Bank  across  the  street. 

I  believe  that  a  mutually  attractive  agreement 
could  be  negotiated.   Particularly  as  we  would  be  looking- 
for  a  load  capa.city  of  only  30  to  40  tons  of  air  con- 
ditioning.  I  estimate  that  they  are  operating  a  plant 
with  a  capacity  in  the  vicinity  of  l,000tons. 

This  solution  would  give  us  excellent  reliability, 
and  a  minimum  of  maintenance . 

Report  by  Warren  P .  Connor 


PROORSSSiVEH  sansuSfcmg  ensinears  fneorpsira&sd 


S3a  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02142   -   1G17D    376-1143-1187 

March    25,    1970 


F.  A.  Stahl  -  Architectural  Heritage 

Faneuil  Hall  Market  Building 

South  Market  Street 

Boston   Massachusetts    02107 

Attention:   Jim  Ballou 

Reference:   Old  State  House 


Dear  Jim: 

To  confirm  our  telephone  conversation  of  today,  I  should 
like  to  document  the  following: 

I  talked  with  a  Mr.  Larry  Tuck  of  Boston  Edison  Steam 
Sales  Department  today.   He  said  that  Edison  would  run  the  steam 
to  the  Old  State  House  basement  for  a  charge  of  $307. 

If,  in  the  near  future,  15  State  Street  should  purchase 
steam  there  would  be  no  charge,  or  we  would  get  our  $307  back. 

Edison  will  furnish  the  First  Stage  Pressure  Reducing 
Station  and  the  Condensate  Meter.   We  will  have  to  install  these  ' 
items,  and  furnish  and  install  a  Second  Stage  Pressure  Reducing 
Station. 

Depending  on  ho\v  much  control  we  determine  to  be  necessary 
in  the  occupied  spaces,  I  would  estimate  that  it  will  cost  approx- 
imately $2,500.  to  make  the  switch  to  Edison  Steam. 

If  we  may  be  of  any  further  assistance  in  this  matter, 
please  let  me  know. 


Sincerely, 


Warren   P.    Connor 


--> 'Z-'^ --/-'; -"^  •—- 


Warren  P,  Connor,  PE 
Geoffrey  L.  l-tanscom,  PE 
James  E.  Fennessey 


./;      ^//     //     ^.     ^^r/p 


March  15,  1970 

Architectural.  Heritage 
F.  1.  Stahl  S'.  Associates 
^7  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Re:   Repairs  to  Old  State  House 

Attention:   Mr.  James  H.  Ballou,  A. I. A. 

Gentlemen: 

We  are  pleased  to  submit  our  estimate  of  816,000.00 
for  repairs  to  the  above  referenced  location.   Scope  of 
the  work  is  as  follows: 

1.  Remove  existing  plaster  soffit  at 
circular  stair,  rebuild  stair  framing 
and  replaster. 

2.  Remove  finish  flooring  at  2nd  floor 
■      landing  and  reframe  landing  to  make 

landing  secure  and  level. 

3.  Patch  and  paint  any  interior  surfaces 
damaged  by  reconstruction  work. 

4.  Scrape,  prime  and  repaint  all  exterior 
wood  surfaces. 

5.  Repoint  exterior  masonry  as  required. 

Very  truly  yours , 

R.  M,  MARTIN  &  CO . ,  INC. 


•^^  •  Rob/rV  gV  Ashe9l  ey 


Vice  President 
RGS:eld 


ARCHITECTURAL  HERITAGE 

FANEUIL     HALl     MARKET,     BOSTON,     MASSACHUSETTS     02109 

July  11,  1969 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE,  Washington  Sc   State  Streets,  Boston 

Memo:   to  James  Ballou 

Re:    Inspection  of  Old  State  House  on  8/8/69 

Present:  Harriet  Cabot,  Jim  Ballou,  Betty  Amadon 

Problems  mentioned  by  Harriet  Cabot: 

1)  Locks  on  main  doors  very  inadequate;  only  one  bolt. 

2)  Trash  disposal  -  trash  lift  from  basement  to  sidewalk  not  working. 

3)  Overheating  in  winter  and  humidity  in  summer;  need  airconditioning  and 
relocation  and  better  control  of  thermostat  (now  in  Marine  Room). 

4)  Visitor  useage  -    •  .       . 
Fee  charge?  Over  150,000  visitors  per  year. 

Guides?  At  present  visitors  just  wander  through;  only  8  men  on,  not  guides. 

5)  Basement  -  sewer  backing  up  through  wall. 

6)  Main  floor  -  cement  floors  mean  heat  and  electricity  conduits  above. 

7)  Second  floor  -  window  frames  do  not  fit;  glass  broken;  cracks  in  plaster. 

8)  Attic  -  windows  leak. 


5.   LONG  TERM  RECOMMENDATIONS 
by  F.A.  Stahl 

Since  1882  the  Old  State  House  has  been  occupied  by  the  Bostonian 
Society,  a  repository  for  the  historic  treasures  and  works  of  art  of  the 
City  of  Boston;  to  this  use  was  added  in  1904  the  present  State  Street 
M.B.T.A.  station  which  continues  in  operation  today. 

Your  consultants  see  every  reason  to  continue  and  enhance  the  general 
nature  of  the  Bostonian  Society's  traditional  use  of  the  structure.  We 
view  the  building  and  its  contents  as  educational  tools  uniquely  suited 
for  preserving  and  portraying  the  early  history  of  the  City,  the  Colony 
and  the  Commonwealth.  There  is  hardly  another  situation  in  the  United 
States  which  has  the  potency  and  relevance  to  the  Nation  which  is  found 
here. 

The  building  itself,  as  described  early  in  the  historical  report,  stands 
as  a  result  of  restoration  to  the  1830  renovation  of  Isaiah  Rogers.   We 
do  not  advocate  that  this  situation  be  materially  altered,  and  we  would 
not  support  efforts  to  "recreate"  the  original  1748  interior  planning 
and  spaces,  as  was  apparently  advocated  by  the  Boston  National  Historic 
Sites  Commission.   The  1882  "restoration"  is  in  itself  a  significant 
event  in  the  history  of  American  concern  for  its  own  authentic  past, 
and  the  errors  in  judgment  and  knowledge  which  accompanied  this  erron- 
eous restoration  are  in  themselves  relevant  historic  elements  of  the 
building  as  it  stands  today.   In  addition,  the  important  elements  of  the 
interior  remain  in  good  condition  and  are  of  acknowledged  quality  of 
design  and  excution. 


Future  Use/Recommendations 


Your  consultants  recommend  that  public  exhibition  and  display  uses  be 
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continued  to  the  fullest  extent  and  of  the  highest  quality  possible 
through  the  use  of  currently  available  educational  and  technical  means. 
The  quality  of  the  building  and  the  collection  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
presently  on  display  and  storage  within  it  merit  the  highest  quality 
of  professional  attention  and  implementation;  the  location  is  such  to 
command  attention  and  attract  the  general  public  in  very  large  numbers. 

While  a  detailed  space  use  program  and  architectural  and  engineering 
schedule  must  await  decisions  regarding  future  administration,  budget 
and  schedule,  the  following  recommendations  are  made  at  this  time: 

Basement  Level,  West  End; 

Remove  partitioning  so  as  to  combine  spaces  B,C,D,  and  E  and 
provide  new  exhibition  gallery  approximately  32  feet  by  42  feet; 
replace  existing  bearing  wall  with  column  system  supporting 
existing  columns  in  first  floor  over;  renew  existing  public 
toilet  facilities. 

Basement  Level,  East  End: 

Maintain  existing  M.B.T.A.  station  pending  resolution  of  various 
design  proposals  currently  being  considered  for  reorganiz?tion 
of  State/Milk  MBTA  facilities.   We  favor  the  adoption  of  the 
general  plan  for  a  subterranean  pedestrian  concourse  consisting 
of  shopping  and  M.B.T.A.  access  which  would  relieve  this  building 
from  necessity  of  serving  as  an  M.B.T.A.  point  of  fare  payment. 
Should  this  occur,  the  space  now  utilized  by  turnstiles  and  change 
booth  would  become  available  for  more  flexible  use,  and  this 
space  could  be  reorganized  to  serve  as  an  open  public  access  to 
such  a  pedestrian  concourse,  incorporating  suitable  display 
facilities.   In  this  event  we  would  favor  retention  of  the 
arcaded  sidewalk  to  the  East,  and  advocate  closing  the  North 
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and  South  public  acesses  by  restoration  of  existing  basement 
level  window  pattern. 

The  construction  of  1904  is  of  such  a  substantial  nature  as  to 
require  the  reconstruction  of  the  entire  wing  of  the  building 
should  a  restoration  to  an  earlier  date  be  seriously  contem- 
plated; the  spaces  available  with  the  retention  of  this  const- 
ruction are,  we  feel,  entirely  suitable  for  appropriate  uses 
and  the  connection  to  an  active  public  concourse  below  grade 
is  viewed  as  a  distinct  asset.   Historically,  there  is  consid- 
erable advantage  in  retaining  the  unique  and  curious  solution 
devised  in  1904  when  subsurface  rapid  transit  was  first  ini- 
tiated. 

First  Floor 

We  do  not  recommend  that  any  significant  plan  changes  be  under- 
taken.  It  appears  unrealistic  to  attempt  the  relocation  of 
the  library  and  secretary's  office  which  serve  a  useful  public 
function,  and  lacking  a  major  reconstruction  of  the  entire  east 
end  of  the  building, the  break  in  level  to  the  central  stair 
hall  would  remain. 

We  recommend  that  the  west  door  which  affords  direct  access 
at  grade  for  Washington  Street  and  Freedom  Trail  traffic  be 
utilized  as  the  principal  pedestrian  entrance  to  the  building, 
and  that  suitable  security  control  be  devised  and  implemented 
while  the  building  is  open  to  the  public. 

Second  Floor 

No  significant  architectural  changes  are  recommended. 
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Attic  Level 

This  level  provides  flexible  and  usable  space,  presently  used 
for  storage  of  significant  works  of  art.   It  is  proposed  that 
needed  office  and  curatorial  work  spaces  be  developed  here, 
and  that  a  means  be  taken  for  adequate  protection  of  the 
irreplaceable  collection  currently  stored  here.   The  latter 
requirement  could  be  met  by  greatly  enhanced  protective 
construction  and  automatic  devices,  but  would  never  equal 
the  alternative  option  of  a  properly  designed  and  newly  construct- 
ed storage  vault  in  another  location. 
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